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Who in their Generation have teſtified againſt 
that horrible Evil of FoxcinG of Consci- 
ENCE, and PERSECUTION about Matters 
of RELIGION. 


Whoſe Teſtimony may be {eaſonable and ſutable for the 
preſent ſtate of the wife and learned men in England, 


whether of the Magſtrates or of the Clergy ; And may 

ſerve as a timely Warning tothem all, of defiling their 
- hands with that horrible filthy thing, which is already 

in part committed in the Land, 


C—— a 4 
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Printed in the Year, 1662, 


Y Py We 
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TO THE 
READER 
RIEND;, : 

N theſe latter Dayes, the Father of eur Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt hath raiſed up many Witneſſes, who Faith- 
tully bear their Teſtimony to the Eternal Truth, 
againſt the many Evils which ſfuperabound ia the 

World ; butas the Teſtimony of his Faithful Witnefles 
hath been heretofore Rejected by the World ; inlike 
manner is the Teſtimony of his Servants now , con- 
remned and ſet at nought by the Wiſe and Learned of 
this World , who now with their Power and Wiſdom 
refiſt the Almighty, asin Ages and Generations paſt : 
which. thing I. ſerioully obſerving), it entered into my 
Heart to manifeſt the "Teſtimony of ſome of the Anti- 
ents ( who heretofore have been renowned in their Ge- 
verations) to my Country-men , to the end, that both 
the Wiſe and Simple, Noble and Ignoble amonſ thera, 
might ſee and perceive, how that the Almighty, even 
the Lord of Hoſts, bath ſo far opened the Underſtand- 
ings of many, as that he hath given then to ſee the 
Evil of that horrible Evil, (vis,) of FORCING of 
CONSCIENCE whichnoyſome and hurtful thing 
hath been teſtified againſt. by Amperours and Kings, and 
by other Potentates of the: Earth, who by experience 
have found the Evil of it : And: likewiſe irhath been 
witneſſed again(t by many; Wiſe and Eminent Learned 
Men in.their ſ-veral Generations, even as it is now teſti= 
fied againſt, by the Servants and Hand-maids of the 
Moft High, which is evidently. manifeſted by this follow- 


ing Treatiſe. | A 2 It 


.To the Reader. 


It hath been long upon me to produce: this to our 
Native Country, and to publiſh theſe-Teſtimonies in its 
own Language, that its Inhabitants might underſtand 
how other Kingdoms and Countries have been depopu- 
Jated and ſpoyled, through their Perſiſting in the afore- 
faid Evil ; and that they alſo might be warned from run- 
ning head-long in that evil Courſe unto Perdition , and 
thereby incur Deſolation upon the Land , and haſten 
the Lord's Judgements upon its Inhabitants. | 

Much I might have added to the further demonſtra- 
ting of this Evil, but being there is ſo much writ alrea- 
dy concerning it, and ſo much teſtified daily againſt it, 
and that 1 was not defirous to make a great Yolumn, 
but chuſed much rather ſuch a compenadrous Abſftraft as 
this ; Therefore have I only inſerted their Teſtimonies, 
without any Paraphraſmg upon them, which I leave 
nato thy juſt Jadgement, 

Somerimes I have inftanced the Chronicle or Hiſtory, 
in which they are to be found more at large, and fome- 
time I have not; for believe that very few of them are 
extant in our Engliſh Language,- and that there is not 
one among a thouſand in England that do know the 
Chronologies, out of which they have been extracted. 

If that thou ( Courteous Reader ) do with the Spirit of 
Meekneſs perufe this brief Treatiſe , then maye(t thou 
reap of the Fruit of this my Labour of Love, the effects 
of which I ſhall leave unto the Lord, whoſe Power I 
know is ſufficient to make it effeCtual, ; 


! W. C 
Palatine in Germany , the 
29th. of the firſt Month, 


(called March) 1662, Mi The 


——_— 


The Epiſtle to the READER. 


T hath been the fervent labour and travel of my youth, to ſeck. 
 for,and to follow after the way of Righteouſneſs and Truth, and 
it hath ever been the very temytr of my Spirit until this day, 
to affett Tuftice and Mercy ; and the Virtues of the Lord God 
hath delighted my Soul, in what Perſon, and among what People 


' ſoever as [ have ſeen the ſame , and perfeft Liberty and Freedows 


in all the wayes of God inwardly and outwardly, 1n all the exerciſe 
of godlineſs; and the Virtues of the Spirit of Chriſt I have longed 
after, and according to that Light and Knowledge committed to me, 
theſe things have I followed that I nught attain to the perfeftion 
thereof , to the fulfilling of my Faith and Patrence in the enjoj- 
ment of theſe things, when Goa hinfclf ſhould bring them forth in 
the World, and give his choſen People the poſſeſſion of the ſame as 

the Lot of their Inheritance. 
And for this Cauſe and the accompliſhing of this end, I have had 
wy Portion of affiictions among many other ; and I have ſuffered 
ſomewhat in Body and Spirit in my day , if poſſibly this may be ob- 
tained 4n the end (to wit ) free, open,publick and perfe& Liberty 
in the excerciſe of Conſcience , 1n Duty and Worſhip ro Godwards, 
in and through the whole World ; This hath been and « the exd of 
that long travelled Journey which once obtained ts a ſufficient reward 
for all Affuidtions, and Tribulations, and Perſecutions ſuffered and 
endured in the way ; and ſaving my Hope,aud Faith,and Confidence 
inthe Promiſes of God concerning this thing,the heart would faiyt, 
the Spirit fail, and the Soul be weary, and nothing could comfort 
mylife: Thus it is not onely with me, but with many more like 
minded, who are all Travellers, Mourners and diſconſolate , 
the Lord appear bringing with him perfe& Liberry of Conſcience 
to all his People, now Oppreſſed and Impoſed upon with grievous 
Burdens of Force and Violence, concerning Worſhip and Duty ts 
Godwards , under which Soul groans, Spirit grieves, Life mourns, 
and the Holy Seed ts ſlain in all Nations throwgh-the Werld , and 
the Soul, Spirit, Life, and Holy Seed , Cryes unto God day and 
nght, and are ponred ont before him, How long Lord, how longs 
: _ Wien 


The Epiſtle 


when ſhall it once be, That Perſons, Peoples, and Nations, ſhafl 


offer Service,Obedience and Worſhip to thee, according to thy Teach- 
ng, and as vhey are led and perſwaded by thy Spirit ? Free Service 
and Worſhip, and without force 1s that which God onely accepts, and 
by which he ts glorified ; 'tius the way of true Worthip , *trs the 
wayof Salvation, Duty and Service, i the exerciſe of the free 
Spirit of the Lord , in the hearts of his People , in this onely 
he delighted ; and aff the exerciſe of that concern which us by ferge 
through Impoſition , i neither pleaſing to hims , nor ſaving to the 
Soul, but abomination in his ſight , as Iniquity which his Soul 
hates, aud a vexation of guilt unto the Righteous Soul : Hence may 
it be ſaid , wo unto Impoſed Worſhip and Service which ts forced by 
' outward Power , it greves aud vexes the God of Heaven unto 
Wrath and Indignation, and it wounds and oppreſſes the Immortal 
Soul unts Death aud Damnation. 

Surely, It is contrary to the very purpoſe of God in Order 
of Creation, who zwade and Qrdained Mankind free from Bondage, 
and never brought hims forth into the World to be a ſubjetted flave to 
the will of another may, in things Temporal, much leſſe in things 
Spiritual, and relating fo Soup and this work, of Impoſing 
by force in matters of Faith, Worſhip, and Duty to God, of oe 
man upon another, or of ſome Perfons over all, is certainly an At 
of Bondage and Slavery , /a:d as 4 grievors yoak, upon the necks 
one of another, and ſubjeiling one another 1n Oppreſſion, not unts 
the good Will of the Creator , but unto the evil will of mortal periſh- 
ing and (ſinful Creature, aud this diſſering from and. comrary to, the 
pure aud perfeit Order aud Decree of ( reation , which was bleſſed 
altogether ; and whatſoever is degenerated by Corruption , and 
Erred through Temptation from that Pure and Holy Order of 
Creation, a 1» things Wordly or Divine ; #& 1: the Curſe. and 
Opoſition againft the Holy Creator , ane ſo 25 this thing of which 
1 am now Treating , . 1mpoſition = Conſcience in matters Divine 
and Temporal : Force, exerciſed in Spiricual Caſes, is the high- 
ft Produtt of Degerrtration , and the greater degreſſion from the 
Holy Order of Creation ; for without Controverſie the Creatar 
himſelf., teſerved and retained 17 hs alone onely Power , the 
Priviledge of Supremacy, 3 4d over the inward man, in all the 


matters Immortal, that he might be the onely Lord inthat (aſc, 
| as 


- 


to the Reader. 
whd pive Spiruenal Law, to Command, and foroe thereby to exereiſe 
the Soul and heart , in Fear, Love, Faith , Worthip , and 
Obedience to himſelf, that he might be ſerved as the Lord over all, 
moſt chiefly inreſpett of the Inward Spiritual and Immortal man 
Thrs Power of Supremacy 1 '[ay, he reſerved and retained in him- 
ſelf n the Creation to exerciſe over Mankind, and 'did not commit. 
thes Priviledge to any other , wherefore without Controverſie, it us 
## Uſurpation of the Creators rightful Dominion,zt s 4 robbing 
of him of his Dignity and Prerogative, it s an Af of Violence 
done againſt his Soveraignty, an audaciows intruding into his. 
d proper right, and 4 violating of the Law and Decree of Creation, 
4 for one Perſon, or one People, to aſſume to themſelves, Power, 
, Anthority and Government , over other Perſons and Peoples, in 
f Commanding and Impoſing 1n matters Spititual, over their Con= 
ſciences in the Worſhip and Service of God ; and it is ſuch av 
abomination agaizft the Creator both in the Canſe and End of it, 
That he will arife and takg Vengeance npon it, and he will eaſe him- 
wn ſelf of all ſuch his adverſaries, 
e Again, It 1s contrary to the Law of Love, Unity, Fellow- 
S #hip, and Concord among the ſons of men, by order of Creation, 
: which God appointed to be among them ; and by Impoſing 1n matters 
4 of Spiritual concern,as aforeſaid , that Love, Kuity, Fellowſhip and 


Concord among men decreed in Creation, #5 broken and confounded, 


_ and diſannulled among them, by reaſon of the ſame, and Nations 
ſh- and Kingdoms hate and contend one with another ; Neighbors and. 
= Brethren, cannot agroe but fail 4nto firife one againſt another : Kings 
ſe 1 and their Subjefts, Rulers and their, People, are 3n diſcord ,, de- 
oy bate, Diſabedience and Rebellion one contrary ts another, by reaſor 
J that Liberty of Conſcience in Worfhip and Duty to-Godwards 
'h 1s wanting in the World, and Impoſitions and force by ourward 


Anthority in that (aſe, are prevailing and 1n Power ; And this the 
: Law of Love, Wnity, and Concord, Decreed in Creation,#s violated, 
£ he deſpiſed, and made voyd ; and hatred, diviſions, ftrifes, and diſ- 
FRO cords intraduced in its room , and abounds 1 the Spirits arid viſpbte 

, attiogs of the ſons of men through the World, to the woful effects of 

big ro "Filling, pefſecuting,and deſtroying one another, Nation of Na- 
JPY 50m, Neighbours of Neighbours, and Kings of their Subjetts ;, 
aſe,  occaſionth and grounded upon this thing 4s the Foundation. off the 

" fame, (to wit ) Impoſing by force upon Conſcience m—_—_— 
| Lv1ne; 


The Epiſtle 
Divine. © Wherefore not onely againſt God 15 this. evil extended, te 
difhonour and diſgrace him as es ſhewed, but \ #2 man alſoisthis 
evil and miſchief in the effects of it reached forth as ye have ſeen ; 
and the Law of Creation is violated, both in refpett of Creator and 
Creature, It is in its cauſe and ground ſo evil, mm its works and effetts 
fo wicked and miſchievous, and in its end ſo provoking and damnable, 
ard all this bath in reſpeft of God and man, that I have not yet Com- 
prehended the height and depth thereof ; though my Spirit from a 
Child hath often entered into the ſerions Conſiderations of this thing, 
with mourning and ſorrow'becauſe of it, and with teltimony and 
abhorrance againſ# it ; and at this hour 1 am a ſufferer 1n body aud 
Spurit, Tana of the ſame; Carnal Impoſition upon Conſcience in Spi- 
ritual things, wo unto ut; my Soul hates, and my God will Plague in 
his ſeaſon, | 23> , | 

If I ſhould ſtudy in ſearching to find out, and to diſeribe all the 
evils, miſchiefs and wofull Inconveniences, and effeQts of this 
Gulf out of which they aſcend, 1 might make this Epiſile a large Vo- 

lumn ; but ſince that I have elſewhere wruten about 1his matter, _ 1 
ſhall now Contratt this, with the ſaying of the eApoſile, This Miſtery 
of iniquity doth work, untill he be takenout of the way ; Tea, 
this Impohition upon Conſcience oppoſite ro perfeRt Liberty 1#the 
exerciſe of the ſame, ts the onely Main, Material, Support, Prop, 
ard Defence of the Kingdome of Antichriſt throughout the 
World at this day: and whomſoever as are friends. hereunto, 
they are friends to him, and they love his wayes, and are ſubjelts 
of his Kingdome, and are rebellious  againit Chriſt, and. to his 
Ringdome they are Enemies: Wherefore my heart and ſoul ſaith 
within me, would to God 1 had ſuch a gift of Demonſtration, by 
Pen or Tongue, and that the ſame were ſo forcible and Efficacious 
to awaken every ſoul, to an abhorrance and diſlike of that Spirit, 
Principle and Practice of- Impoſition: upon Conſcience, that 
there might be a total turmng How the Kingdome of Antichriſt, 
which Confifts of Falſhood, Darkneſs, Sin, and Enmity, of Bon- 
dage,Oppreſſion, and cruel Impoſitions to rhe Kingdome of Chrilt 

Jeſus, which Conſiſts of Truth, Light and Righteouſnels, of free- 

dome and perfect Liberty in Soul and Spirit; Which Kingdowe 

and Government, the Lord of Heaven and Earth will promote 
and Exilt i» the Kingdomes of this World, which muſt became the 
| King- 
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to.'the Reader, 
Kingdomes of 'the 'Lord and of His Chtift,, according to Pro 


mmſe. ' 

It hath ever been my Judgment, That want of Liberty and 
free :exerciſe of Conſfience 12 Spirutnal watters, and the Com. 
rrary Impoſed.by worldly Power, @nd it remains ſill with me, That 
this is out hain Canſe..of the, Woful DiftraQtions, i» Kingdowes, 
of: the unſetlednels 1»; States, and of many cvil Conſequences 
abonnding' in the Gavernnimts of the World ; and alſo the Cauſe 
Wherefore the Gd of . Heaven is angry and provoked againſt thems, 


alſo between: man and. nan, in holy (atenant. es, ” 
eAnd this matter (to wit) .C oncerinng Liberty of Conſcierice 

in the free-:exerciſe of Godlinzſs ) hath been of theſe" latt” years 
n great Debate and Conteſt among men m theſe Nations., dud Jorge 
havt been of ene Jud gement, aud others of a contrary about this viat- 
ter,. #nd thx Coutention hath ariſen Very high, even unto Blood aud 
leſſe of all ; and 35 yet remaining undetermined in the minds aud 
| B Spirits 


—— —_— 


D __*The-Epiflle: 
virits of many people, which ought 're be Yoſolwed tn cur Weart 
= ec Be , ſound. Ar — of Truth and Divine reaſon; 
and men onght then to obey the ſame according 19 1nward Spiritual 
Convithon; aud this Caſe ought wt tobe determined by Carnal 
weapons, forcibly Compelhng people in the Caſe by the Impoktions 
of Conqueſt, 1» a YVrolent way of ontward Power; And. ſince that, 
Thi. a Caſe dubious, whether free Liberty: of. Conſcience. in 
the exerciſe- of Worthip, or Impoſition about the fame 4s yooſt 
worthy: [ therefore upon this. neceſſity calling npon mr, with my 
wallingueſs toafſiſt . in ſuch a work, would udd ney nate aud grain. of 
Knewledpe and Wifdome towardr the reſolving of ſich a dubious 
and needful Caſe; And have takgn this opportunity and- occaſion 
thus to declare my mund, and ſhall leave the fel bereof to the purpoſe 
and Providence of the Lord, who ontly 15 Wiſe, to work, what foever 
he will, by whomſotver he pleaſes ; for he never yet lmnuted bemoſclf 
0.4ny one Inſtrument, inthe bringing forth, and. accompliſhing his 
ſe ; however no mas 15 to diſpute the Leadings and. Conpmands 


of God, nor yet to meaſnre his obedience to him , by either: objeRed, 


or real Conſequence, x the frusts and effelts of his obedience :. And 
this is that warrant (to wit the leadings of God) wander the Com 
miſſion of which, the Servants of. God % Att-in their Obedience, and 
diſputes not the Authority nor the (onſequence, but leaves the Ifſue 
of all things to hims that Commands. . x 

The total ſuns of this matter(to wit, Liberty of Conſcience) very 
large, and requires multitude of Words ant many arguments to unfold 
the Trath of it, the vertue of it, and the Evil Cauſes, Works and 
effQs of theContrary;but at this time 1 ſhall: contraft the ſuminto,r 
Pate ut in thu total head; Whether it is not perfe& Reaſon, Juſtice, 
andEquity, and that without all Exceptions, that every man 
upon the Earth, be permitted in the free exerciſe of Conſcience, 
witheut any kind of Force put upon'him by:any-man tothe con- 
trary, - to follow that Religion, and to live in ſuch Faith, and 
perform ſuch-Worſhip to God, as he dares truſt his own-Soul 
Withal, and give accotint thereof before Ged'in.-the day of 
dreadful Judgement. * yas 9 

My Frudgement 1s on the offirmatrve Part, in anſwer to this Que- 
Sion, and ut is my Fudgement in the Fear and Spirit of the Lord, 
that *145 perfetty reaſonable, Juſtand Equal; that every man in the 


world fi 


ly of its Author's pains.ahd Induſtry, in forming of it into this 
i B 2 | method 


to thei: Reader. 


1ool4 B+ permitted bis Liberty tn the free exerciſe of his Conſeiences 
amt -rhat without any force impoſed wyou hins ts the Comrary., ts 


folltme that Religion, and tive fr that 'Faithi, *Whil performs.that 
Worthip t6-God, with" which" he dares .traft "hs own Sant 10 1ho 
Satvationtherefy ind the cunerary in Unreafomble, Unjaltand 
Unequal; aid this might be amplified 15 a tur gt" ovanrner- upon 0cch- 
fion': And this is not only my Tudgement alone, nor the falſe Fancy 
of a ſingle Perſon, but it i 1by' Faith and. Jadgement.of many 
more, fivd that not of ' Fools altagether, but. of - the -Wiſe, not only of 
ſome few men of our Age, but of. many Apes paſt , whoſe Prixc:- 
ples were for the Toleration of Liberty in Te exercile of Conſci- 
ence in matters Spiritual , as i» this ſmal Treatiſe following more 
at large appears ; to which, for proof of this Particular, and to ſe- 
cond the Trmth of my Tudgement, I do refer the ſerions and well 
confiderate Reader ; in which ſmall Piece, he may find the Judge- 


ments of divers Perſons aſſerted by their own Sayings, concermng the 
| ior Caſe of Liberty of Conſcience ; and what effeem ſome Kings _ 
an 


Pririces; and Religious Mei have had of rhe fame; for rhis 
following Piece (towhich I am now prefacing ) us no other than 
a certain ſum of brief ColleRions, of the Sayings of Emperors, 
Kings and Potentates , of former Ages, contratted ixto this ſhore 
method , for the better Intelligence of all that are inquiring ahout 
this occaſion ;5 and ſuch is mine affettion tothe preſent Contraion 
colleRted, that I wiſh,that all the Rulers and Princes of our Age 


through the World, would ſeriouſly read, and rightly ſtudy the ſame, 


and unprove it to their own advantage, in prathiſing the $ ayings of 
their Grave and Wiſe Progenitors ; and oh that they would engroſs 
this ſmall Piece in their apeats, and encloſe it 11 their Clolets'; 
ard uſe the fone. «s Counſel and Inſtruction to eo in the 
Premiſes ; the effeft of it might prove happy to thems , if ther pre- 
ſent GE -wonld Z a to the Turmaiies of the Amis-= 
ents, 

And this ſmall Piece happily ariving the harbour of my hands, 
through” the tedious induſtry of the Colleftor , and through ether 
paſſages of tempeſtions Dangers, which it lay liable unto ; I bave 
tranſported it over a ſerions view, andaw affetted with ut -nnto my 
Commendation and approef ; firſt of the marter it ſelf, aud ſecond- 
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The Epiſtle, 8c. 
methad, in which it now appears; both of which I cantot but 


xerwend, and de alſo herewith recommend tothe View , Conſidera- 


tion , and Inſirmftep of every impartial Reader , who muſt, and 
that every man for himſelf, be j dg of the verity of what be Reads, 
even by phe: Light of the Spirit of Chriſt Feſoa in his own Conſreence 3 


tewhich this fingly cammitted. | 
From my place of preſent IOIITET 
- reſtraint, the: 25th; day BB, 
of the7th, Month, 1662. | | 
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Who 1 in their CAmgats: Leg have ceftified NES 


-* that horrible Evil of FORCING OF CON- 


SCIENCE, and' PERSECKFION: abonr | 
% Matters of REEL 19 Ms h 


——— 
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CHAP. 1. 


Concer rning the. Chriffias Religion, how it is not to*be planted, efta- 


bh Fed, nor defended by Weapons, nor by Vii olente'; $ ahd hoy it doth 
not admit of an) forcing of C onſcience. 


Certain Chancellour, ſpeaking. defogn ack K1ig and his 
' Connci] at: Orlzans,in praiſe 'of the Chriftian Relieion, 
(aid; That'thoſe; that went about to 5 ERtabliſh theſ ſame 
by Weapons, did againft their Calling, which is (ſaid 
he) to ſuffer Violence, and not to doit. 

Herein differ we * (ea Chriſoſtomus) from the Heathen, who 


d6fbtce xd: compel by Violence; bur the.Chriſtians they Fre 


patient and forbearing z Tithe? hath our Retigion” had her be- 


"extnins with Weapons. (faid he) neitherHittf it been maintain= 
ied by Weapons. 


It is 'not the manner of the Children of God to Perſecute 


others t& Death about their Religion, bur it hath been, and is 
their Condition ,to be put to Death themſelves for the Teſti- 


movy "of the Truth ; Moreover (Caid he) the ſhedding of blood 


about. 


(2) 
about Relig gion, isan evident token of Antichriſt, Relig. itryl. 
Pap. 192; 

That Religion which goeth bout to ſet upa Sect, which ſeek- 
w_ Tonk Pages bue ſpeaketh _ all, and will ſuffet _=_ 


111 .Bg a fa xerg 

of th Wis 1 Þt ooh, F with! KITES wy 
cute thote SEO: a pihion,liy ſheddin - blagd, 
Baniſhing of them, and ſpoihng pf their Goods, or with War 
and Fighting Efabliſh their » ſuch do thereby ſhew- that 
they ate. no = SEpheldVþf the tres Chihiaps,)buptather 
Wolves,Cg Ihbmaelites, and one WR ha and 1 is a8HioR 
alt, arid Tv rp Me hats altfiitem ©. | 

Phe Kingdom of Chiift (which others called the Chri- 
Qian Church, a 2 \F8rtain, #recer) hath no carthly King, no 


Temporal Ma | AOL. Governour, for the Lord alone is 
King in his Ag $9 as h&1 oproa EL. bethe Head of the 


Church, {o he hath Parke 14 that to none to Govern, 


This King governeth with the word of his Grace, the Soul. 


and Conſcience ; here are none, compelled, for there is a Spi- 
ritual Freecom and willingneſs,. theze is-no Violence OI Con- 
tention; which was held forth by the Figure of Selamon's Temple, 
where no Hammar, ne AXe,or Iron in 

but there's Love and Unity, Peace and "y among a his 


Children. 


That is itt (aid one} that all Ref gion ns vain my ut | 


true Godlineſs, and it is little mare; Ls Wha njon 
be in different points of Religion, W tals he px thas Engally 
life, and through that Do&aine which he profeſleth is not bet- 
rered, but. bittered pin his fellow. Chriſtian, and hateth, 

judgeth, and perſecuterh hith,, agit offen AAPREnEth »alnong 
theti that ſeem to be Religious, .. 


The States of Holland, have copſeſſed. thee the poigt of Reti- | 


gion in the Government of a Land,was of great concernment ; 
And further -they aid, that they- abominated for Wy of Cot 
ſcience, otherwiſe then with good Docktine, g £$,and i in- 
treaties. 


A certain Turkiſh A DN ER T RETIRE be Ki ,"2mM 


muwitel of Portugal, of e King of Spa;y, for hi 5 oiting: 


by 


{trument was to be heard, . 


'0 = yi” » a .__ 


-O mayy 


| Ds 2 5 CT WEIEE 
by Violetice the Meoret in his Dothinioh to the Chrifliah Faith 
or-Religion, ſaying; it was not lawful neither for'the Chrittians, 
nor. yet for n hs Mahomets to compel any man, fo, as thathe 
ſhould forſake' that Religion in'which he had been Educated ; 
And thathe coulg nor 'be'filent toffee ſuch things; t6th&em- 
juty and deſolati8n of People in the general, Butmiſt teftifie 
thatit was to the prejudice of Mankind,and to the diſtdyantiye 
of Rehgion, —_—_ 4 hs | go ow {Spot 
Oforinsdeclared, That it was neither accoiding to the Law, 
ner according to Religton, to'compet 'rhe Fewer ind Pſoores'td 
the Fitth ; 'And-that m5ne"ought to'determine'ts' zeftrami'the 
free mind, for he affirmed, it way not the Will of 'Chyilt, either 
ought ſuch things to be. io 
Anno 1455. The Twrk wrote a Letter to the Pope Calrxtus 
the third, wherein he acknowledged, that” Feſwus Chriſt had been 
a great Prophet, yer (ſaid he) he bath not commanged that any 
ſhoukd compel People by Violericeand'Weipsns,to bulieve his 
AW. : IP.4 C4» 1d l I ' p it 1 CHING T . 
Haywardms ſaid, That the beſt Writers of that time Uid'agree 
in, one Opinion , and with Tertul:ano, Lattantio, Caſpader 
Foſepho,8c. Thar People mutt inform men. to inbrace Religidn 
with reaſon ,and nor compel rhem'by Violence! oY Ow 8 
I have for a long ſeaſon determined (ſaid one of the Kings of 
Frence) to. reform the Church, which without Peace (ſaid he) 
; cannotdo\,' and it 18 impoſſible to reform or convert People 
Violence. En af: on oe ES 
of am King as a Shepherd (faid hejand will not (Hed the blood, 
of my' Sheep , © bur wilt #ather them rhrough the mildneſs 
and'' goodneſs of a King, 'and not through the "Power 
of Tyranny; And Twill give them'sf the Refarmed Religton,, 
right Liberty co live and dwell free ,' without belap examined, 
perptexed, moleſted, bf compelled to any. thing (contrary to» 
their Conſcience ; for they ſhatf have 'rhe free exerciſe 6f 
their Religion, &c. Yide Chron," Vande Oaderg, ' 2; "Deel. 


Page 514. 


And as concetnitig the planing , nouiſhing, td tefbiing 

of the Chiiſtian Region, that is aid & be. the , vffite and Wotk: 

of uptight and fifcere Teachers x further (ſaich BE) it —__ 
Et the: 


» 


D———m—_—n—nng een ——_—_—_ —— — geen err ee Ie men un en ———_ 


IE 


the Magtfirate to-defend: LE 2. pioteR, the Innocent and harm. 
leſs People , who are Perſecuted, Robbed, Priſoned, and Ty- 
rannically uſed, . 


\ 


Ce hath ſuficiently, manifeſted, boi; in France, Ger- 


11, Bohemys, andin the. Lo Conte 


apke Warabaus Religion * there 


1540 ablolute perverſe. a 


rotally againſt the true Chriſtian Religion ? yet.notwithſtan 


ſome cry,up HREpens ih oe but alas have we not ſeen, 
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he World; a6 
reng ened fiat: Wit hire. 
GNing, but: wich Suffering and Patiende ;. for the. Goſpel in the 


Primitive Church, was nat it Preached with Swords and an Arm- 


ed. hand, . but with Exhortation and Perfwalion,, 
4 Chap.28. 


gf Ecel. fb 


Barnardus (1d, The. Church myſt not perſecure; as Wolucs, 
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, That the hypocrites Ghurch:wis to be (RR by | 
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bur be Perſecuted, like as the Sheep ate of the Walves ; And 
in this Calamity of the World, they Rand as Falehtrens through 
the.Pawer of God, and Ar and neat, 3 
eftcemed Sayguis Martirum e floor? 
of the. . Martyrs, to. be. the ſeed of, ch che ; Oh 
eath, there. came: ten. in 


10 that, ſome _s 


Gs 6. 2 (hobo 
; for (ſaid be )* a5 


whally 


CEN 
Arm, which wicked Biſhops eſpecially uſe and cry unto, The- 
ſan. Pag.622, $ 

As heretofore, he that was born after the fleſh, Perſecuted 
him chat was born after the Spirit, even ſe 1s it now, &c, Con- 
fider theſe words of Pas! ( ſaid { aſte/lio.) Iſkmiel that was born 
after the fleſh, Perſecuted faac who was. born after the Spirit; 
even lo now.do the fleſhly Perſecute the Spiritual z But: eMbelt 
did not Perſecure Can, nor Lot the  Sodowntes, nor David Saxl, 
nor the true - Prophets the falſe, nor Chri#t and his Apeſtles the 
Scribes aud Phareſees, although ſome of. them might have done 
it,- yet neverthelets.they did 1t not. ICT 

So is it at this day, though the number of the Righteous be 
but ſmal, who are. Perſecured of the wicked, yet ſometimes 
they might injury their Perſecutors, but they are ſo far from 
doing that, that they are rather helpful to- them, and do ſeek 
their Salvation. | 

The falſe Church is grounded. more upon men then upon 
Chriſt, and ſhe Perſecuteth thoſe that live Righteouſly accor- 
ding .to the Word of God , and ſuch as reprove her for her 
failings. 292 | 

Damaſcenus ſaid, that the Goſpel. had been Preached-in all 
the World, but did not conquer its oppoſers with Weapons, 
Arms, or Fighting, but a few unlearned, confounded the Wiſe 
ones ef the World. : 

Oh (ſaid Bowdaert) that the Biſhops were ſo well experienced 
in the Word of God, that they would rather with Reaſon 
ſeek 'to bring them that go aſtray to the right Way, then to 
compell them by Corporal puniſhment co adhere unto their 
Elect. 4.1% 


It is impoſſible (ſaid Luther) that the Church of Chrift ſhould 
| be, or ſhould Rand without bloodſheding, for the Devil who 
is an Enemy of God's Church, is alſo a Lyar and a Muzs- 
therer, yet the Church hath alwayes increaſed in blood, ſaid 
He ; inthe Collog.” | = 
. Sanguine mundata tft Eccleſia, Sanguine cepit 
Sangune ſuecrevit , ſangnine fints. es. . © 


G | Jar 


ea ES 


| 5) 
. Jan Monlin, the Biſhop k Valence affirmed, That it was an 
Error to moleſt the publick Peace with Weapons, under pre. 
rence of Religion; a thing ( ſaith he ) which hath been alwayes 
abborred by the Antients. | 

For Wars and compulſary puniſhments, have never been the 
means to: bring to Unity; For Wats and civelty tend to the 
deftroying both of Body and Soul, even of thoſe, Who perad- 
venture might otherwiſe have been gained through love and 
gentleneſs, for that counſel which tends to cruelty 1s Worſe 
then the deſeaſe ; yet notwithſtanding , it is the. manner of 


ſuch Biſhops to plead for Weapons as have loſt the Spiritual 


Sword of Peter, and therefore ( taid he) do they now make that 


Sword their Defence, which he drew againſt the ſervant of the 
High Prieſt. Chroy, vande Rel, wruhb, pag.123,124. 
. Ammo 1579, The States of Holland ſaid, That this they ob- 
ſerved, finding it by true experience, ( viz. ) dat gewelt ende 
wapenen luttel helpen tot verbreijdinghe ende bchoudemſſe der Re- 
ligien (1.e.) That violence and Weapons availed little im 
ſpreading,-and maintaining Religion ; And further ſaid they, 
as we would not have that men ſhould do violence to our con- 
{ciences, neither will we do violence to the conſciences of 
others; for we are not todo that to another, which we would 
not have another todo unto us, | 

The Prince of Orange faid, We are not ſo unexperienced in 
the Dodtrine of the Chriſtian Religion, as that we do not know , 
that all thoſe tyes of Conſcvence wreathed or turned of men, are to 
no purpoſe ts bind man before God : People ſhould not think it 
ftrange, nor therefore take up Arms (ſaid he) becauſe that many 
of the Inhabitants of this Country are become of another opi- 
nion, and fimply declare themſelves, yea againſt the Will of the 
Magiſtrates, which thing the Hiſtories do teſtifie not to be new, 
but that ſuch differences have been in the World in many 740- 


narchries heretofore; 


Tothe ſame purpoſe did the States of Holland -teſtific, (viz.) 
how that difference in doQrine was not ſtrange in the Church, 
but ſaid they, it is better reQtified through forbearance, then 
through deviſfion, Inde Apolog. 15 81, fol, ig, -" PII 


(7) 


CHAP, IT, 


Confermng cruel Lawes againſt Hereticks, how the- Biſhops and 
Clergy heretofore have been the cauſe of them ; who are the cauſe 
of tumults ; the neceſſity of juſt Liberty , and the good effett- 


thereof, 


T the year 55 3. the Pope Palagins inſtituted firſt of all, That 
Hereticks and Apoſtates ſhould be forced by external com- 
ulſfion,c#o.Clemens the ficth mide Lawes that Hereticks ſhould 
burned ; Gerandus Naviomagus ſheweth, how that the Laws. 
for putting of Hereticks to death , came not by the free will of 
the Emperours, but through the earneſt importuning of blood- 
thirſty Biſhops , whoſe -.conftant recourſe was a burthen to 
the Emperours, ſo that finally they obtained what they deſired ; 
but when the Clergy could not prevail with one Emperour,they 
excluded him out of /taly, excommunicated. him, brought hing 
in ſuſpition, freed the Subjeds from the Oath, and ſtirred them 
up againl(t the Power ; And thus have the Clergy handled when 
they could not have their wills, E 
' And it might be plenteouſly manifeſted out of the Hiſtories, 
how that it hath been blood-thirſty: Biſhops with others of the 
Clergy, that have provoked Kings, and the Potentates of the 
Earth to. cruelty, and who have counſelled them to. make 
bloody: Lawes, like the Biſhop, Neſtoruus ,, who in his. Sermon 
ſpoke unto the Emperour and taid, © — gave me a Land 
cleauſtd of Hereticks, and I will give thee Heaven, help wp againſt 
the. Heretichs, and, I will help thee to ſubdue the: Perſians thy Enc= 
ies, &c. Yetit doth not appearthat uprught and fincere. Tex: 
chers have ſought the .defence'ar help, of the Emperours or 
Kings againſt Hereticks, but 1t is evident that bamiſhing and 
perſecuting-to death abour Religion, came not from the example 
of the Righteous, but rather. from the, Heathen,and from Arms, 
Neftiress, Palagms and their Proſelytes., - _ ,,, - . . 
 Ehigre:Wwas a certain man that complained untq the Os of 
| U 2 Kee angey 
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Orange, faying, That it was ſufficiently known, that fince the 


dayes of the Apoſtles, that hurtful and noiſom Plague hath 
reigned and had the Dominion-/in'the/ Church, (v:z.) that the 
greateli part of the .Diyines and Clergy, have aſſumed more 
Authority and Power to themſelves (yea and: have taken it by 
force) then-ever God the Father gave them ; And the aforeſaid 
Prince obſerved, how they ſought to uſurp Authority over. the 
Conſcience, and to bring People in ſubjeRion to their Lawes 
and Inſtitutions, NTT? Fs 
There are ſome Teachers (ſaid a certain Wiſe man) that are 
_ Exceeding cruel, angry, paſſionate, full of Covetouſneſs and 
Pride, who judge and rejec& all things but their -own , and 
would have ſuch puniſhed and put"to death as do not agree with 
them, and conform unto them ; Another ſort there are that are 
Meck, Patient, Gentle and Humble , who bear all things, and 
hope all things, and will compel none to their Religion, 
' Braſſius ſaid , That they that have a right Evangelical 
Do&trine and Faith, perſecute none, but are perſecuted them- 
ſelves ;*tis true Paxl ſaid, we ſhould reject a Heretick, after the 
firſt and: ſecond Admonition ; but he ſaid not, that we ſheuld 
Baniſh him out of the City or Country. > Cats 
. Confider once, ſaid Adrianus, and ſee if the Hereticks have 
not alwayes perſecuted the Righteous ; but where do you find 
that falſe Prophets and falſe Teachers have been perſecuted of 
the World, which doth alwayes love that which belongs. to ir, 
and vilifie, curſe, kill and murder that which Chrift hath choſen ; 
for that which he chuſeth is not of 'the- World : And now is 
Chriſt and his Diſciples (ſaid he) eſteemed of the World as 
Hereticks,Seducers, Uprore-makers ; and the Seducers, : Here- 
ticks, and they that riſe up againſ the Lord, and his Anointed, 
they are by the World called Chriſtians. 00 
- The true Chriſtians have been” alwayes perſecuted of the 
World, not becauſe they have deſerved it , but becauſe they 
have not been conformable to their falſe DoRrines ,"falſe Sa- 
craments, their Vanity and Superſtition. - 17008 
Itis the manner of the falſe Teachers (ſaid a certain wiites) 
to cry out againſt thoſe that teach any thing contrary toithem ; 
for ſay they, They make Tunmlts among the People ; and this _ 
other 


i 


FM Joy 


9 

other things they charge upon thoſe that reprove them , when 
they thentfelves are the moſt tumultuous , for if they did not 
ſir up the Magiſtrates and People to:'Perſecution and ſhedding 
of bleod , there would not be ſuch Tumults among the 
Peepte. Ar, 713 CE We 

Moreover the contention and Tumults that are among men, 
proceed not from them that ſerve God in the exerciſe'of their 
Religion accerding to their Conſcience , but'from ſuch as will 
not ſuffer thar, but with Violence will uſurp Authority over 
the Faith of others. At: 

The 'HiRtories'do teftifie , how that the Mallady wherewith 
ſeveral Emperours, Kings, and Princes, have' been perplexed, 
could nor be cured , nor perfe&t Peace and Reft injoyed, nor 
true Obedience and SubjeQion maintained to Magiſtracy, *ex- 
cept they gave Liberty of Conſcience t6 their Subjets;-where- 
fore ſome of hem ſuffered themſelves to be thereunto' per- 
ſwaded by their SubjeAs. 

" An» 1601, In the Land of Cleave; there was a notable Re- 
formation and Tolleration in Religion. ;' For there” it-wagide- 
creed, that from henceforth; no: man ſhould be adjudged unfit 
for places. of Office, for his different judgement” in/Relicions 
which-did occafion much truftand Peace, and did free the Peo- 
ple from all Perſecution in Spiritual matters, 6 arvagi et 
--It hath been formerly ſaid, that when'a/Prince cometh ſo 
far , \that'between' two parties he defendeth. one: paxty with 
Weapon s, and opprefſeth the*other with Weapons:,- ther then 
he getteth the 'name of' a Tyrant), 'and robbeth the' Land of .its 
welfare, and through his own Power weakeneth his-own might, 


| and maketh'' the ſame open for an Enemy, cMeroketycks 
SVE: '2 01 24a T1326 HY * 
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CHAP, IV.- 


The evil Effelts of Forcing of the Conſcience ; what it is; 
T heir Folly ſhewn, that would bave the Magiſtrates to Force 
People ; How the. Old Fathers and -Antient Chriſtuans hereto- 


fore have wiineſſed againſt it ; and what other Means they 


uſes. | 


His d0 moſt Hiſtories teſtifie ( 012. ) That the Diſtrai- 
J ons, Uproats, and many more Inconveniences have been 
chiefly occaſioned thyough ſevere Proclamations, cruel Proceed. 
ings, and Perfecution- about matters of Religion, and Far 
of Conſcience, Which is plenteaully to be fqund in ſeveral Chre. 
moles; but eſpecially-in- the Chronicles of the overthrow of. the 
Tyrants, Printed at Hoorn, in North Hollazd, Anng 1620, .. 
.- Forcing of Conſcience 18 (aid to bg this (towit) Whenany 
Compels Men to dg any ym hi is contrary. to their Cans 
ſcience, or to abſtain frong ſuch Exerciſes as they.in Conſcience 
efieem to; be profitable;and; necefjary -ta their Salvation. one 
of- theſe two is that which/is commonly called fcings, Can 
ſcience , againſt which the Martyrs fince the Dayes of the 
Apoliles have teſtified, and. have manifeſted it clearly to. be an 
unkojng -thing ,. 25 Might- be: {hewn at laxge out of. Hiſtories, 
Book.:of Mart yrs, Adpolagres, Reyonſir ations, &G. -. 


- + 3% 


-- Maximilian the Empexer,told Hendricns the King,of France, 
hat there-was no Sin ſo great (1n-hjs account) as. to do Vie 
Jence'ta. the: Conſcience; And that, thoſe that went about to 
conquer the ſame, thinking to gain Heaven, did often. loſg 
that they had upon Earth. wo 
It is well known, that many are of Opinion, that itis very 
neceſlary that the Magiſtrate. compel by Force and Violence 
the unwilling to the Faith, tothe end that they may come of 
temEelyes as they imagine : But ſaid Eraſmns, Molt men are 
riþafeU, that they will rather be led then compelled, and 
that by Increaties moxe may be obtained than through Cruel- 
nes, 
Thoſe 


x0.) | 
| Thoſe that are-ignotant of the drayings, of the Father ( ſad 
a Wiſe man) would have Magiſtrates to draw by violence ; 
ſuch, as do not only remain Ignorant of the Drawings of the 
Father, but alſo ethers that are in the Truth, they would have 
drawn to their dead Inventions, as if they would conform{o 
ſoon as they are puniſhed : But I ſuppoſe ( ſaith he ) that thoſe 
that would otherwiſe come of themſelves voluntarily, through 
Punifhments are terrified away ; As the Fiſh in the Water thac 
come voluntarily to the Bait and Net, but when Peeple would 


| compel them, they fly. The truth of this, can Geneva, Savoy, 


and other Places witneſle, ſaid the Author. 

Chriſoſftemns ſaid, That in Heavenly matters, People muſt 
uſe no Violence ; for ſaith he, Theſe that uſe Violence,eftrange 
men moſt of all from their Religion ; inftancing an Example 
in ?eſt-India, of the Spaniards Tormenting a Ca/;que or Lord, 
( ſocalled)) and ene of the Clergy ſeeking by his Preaching 
to convert him to the Faith, told him of Heaven and Hell, &c. 
Then he asked the Clergy-man, Where he and the Spaniards 
ſhould be ? he ſaid. in Heaven ; then ſaid the other, Letme 
continue in Hell, not being willing to be with ſuch cruel Peo- 
ple : Bartolowens delas caſas Laitantins duxit y ox eff ops Vs 
et injura quia Religio cogs non poteſt ; verbis port quams verberibus 
ves agenda eft, ut fit voluntas. Nuhil eft ems tam voluntarium quans 
ER in quafs ani ſacrificantts averſus eft, jam ſublata, jan 
nulla eſt. 


| Auguſtin ſaid, He did not approve of the Emperors Compel- 
ling any by violence, contrary to-their Conſcience ;. and he 
with Chr:ſoſtemu, together with ſeveral others of the Antient 
Writers, inferred from the 13th. of Matthew, that men ſhould 
do no Violence to Hereticks neitheir compel any to the free 
Faith, ſeeing God would have a willing unforced Heart, C brog, 
vande urijh, der, Rel. 2. deel, pag. 17. | | 
There were ſome in a certain National Synod , that did: 
much endeayour to ſtir up the civil Powers to compel all Peo- 
ple by Fines, or other politick Puniſhments, to come to hear 
the Sermon ; but others bare Teſtimony againft ſuch politick 
If ot - $45 os Corregtions;, 
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they eſteem tunfitting to be introduted into the Church,--being 
they wete. inconfſtant with the Chriſtian Lone-Suffering and 
Meekneſs, and for the which they had'\no Example neither in 
the Old nor New Teſtament, eAvno 1619, 1 

" 'Calvrn ſaid," Thar the: Apotile gave to; underſtand, that 
to excrcife Authority over ones Faith, 'was 1ti no.wiſe juſt nor 
tolerable ; yea, (ſaith he) it is Tyranny in the Church, for 
Faith ought to be free from all Subjection of men. 


Though ſome are yet of that Opinion, that it 1s lawful for 


the Magiltrates to compel People contrary to their Conſciences, 
by corporal Puniſhments, yea even tothe Death, for to:make 
them keep ſilent, or confets things contrary to . their minds : 
_ Yer moſt of the Old Fathets have alledged, that it hath not been 
| lawfulfor the Magiſtrates to touch the Conſcience, as to force 
it in matters of Religion. Merck-texck, (hap. 4. 2: Deel, 

ag. I32, . 187 
F The” Antient Chriſtians did not approve of any External 
Compulfion, but only by Intreating, by goed Living, with Ex- 
hortations, Do@trins, Informations and endeavours, they labour- 
ed to convince People, and through the Word of Truth, they 
fought to bring People Captive ſo under the Obedience of 
Chriſt ; and if the like means now do not prevail, tnen no hu- 
mane invention through doing Violence will, for that will ra- 
ther make them worſe, as heretofore it hath done, | 

The moſt Violence that can be done by man, cannot com- 
pel or chavge the vain infidelity "of the 'mind ; how ſhould 
that then pothbly move or alter them, that are unmoveably 
eftabliſhed | in the Eternal Trath,, who will not in any wiſe be 


brought to receive things that are damnable, nor to ferlake that 
n they eſteem to be neceflary to their Salvation, 


Whi 


CHAP. 


Corrections, ' is topuniſh by Fin es, Impriſonments; &c; which 
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eq AVON CES \ . C* H AP. V; 
A Chancellours Teſtimony, Their Folly that would force Hen, and 


the Fruits thereof, How. Juſt Liberty, maanld preſerve nity, 
| And how they that Force at er world not be forced, ._ WJ | 


4 


T The-Chancellour of France ſaid in the great Afﬀembly of 
the three States before the King, — - 

_. Firſt, That the abſurdity of the Romiſh Church was the 
Cauſe of- Herehfie, . Te. F EY WES 
. Secondly, That evil Remedies had firengthened the ſame. 

; Thirdly, That the, Weapons of Loye, Prayer, and Informas» 
tion With the Word ef God, . were fit for ſuch a Battle. 

Fourthly, That a good Life Preached more than Words. _ 
_ Fifthly, That the Sword could do little againſt the Spirit, 
except it was to undoe bath Body and Soul. In the Comm, 
Fol. 132, | 

Are-they not carnal and violent Ifhmaelites (ſaid one) who 
would Violently. Force rational Men { often to humane and 
damnable Opinions ) as Horſes and Mules, and not with kind- 
neſs intreat,and only inftru& with the Truth, and invite to the 
needful ſpiritual 'knowledge of the Truth, and true Worſhip, 
as reaſonable and free men. | | 

Human juris et naturalss poteſtatis eft unicuique, quod putave- 
rit colere, nec alij prodeſt ant obeſt alterizs Religio ; ſed nec Re- 
lsgionts eft togere Religionems que ſpente non vi f debeat, 


Eraſmus. ſaid , the Divines not relying upon that Power 


- wherewith tney ought to be Armed, they make Viofence their 


Refuge, as if men might be compelled to believe otherwiſe than 
their Opinion. 

When ſeveral of the Prieſts in the Low-Country, Reque- 
ſed of the Prence and States, that they would intreduce Ord:- + 
ances and Di(ciplin according to their Opinions; but the Prince 
and the States rejected their Requeſts, efteeming them pre- 
juditial both to Religion and Policy, when they obſerved the 

_ D divers 


14 } 
divers Qpinions that were among the People, concluding it 
was the beſt (as many Politicians have done) to preſerve Unity 
among the People, to give Liberty t9 all, and to compel none, 
Anno 1608, Editt, Fel, 27, | 
Ic hath' alſo been "the judgement of many, That Forcing of 


| Conſcience hath mad many Hepocrites, -but,no true Servants of 
God : Therefore ovght men to firive 'with-the Word and Diſ- 
. _ putatton, and to conquer With Reaſon, ſaid Auguſtizus, leaſt 


thatiwe make them Hypocritically Ca:holicks, whom before wife 
have known to be manifeft Hereticks, Anno 1200. ' ; 

The Chronicles do ſhew, how that they that are, and have been 
but ſeemingly Relizious,do commonly joyn themſelves to thar 
Retigion or Se# which is the uppermoſt, whereby they may 
five in Eaſe, Honour and Fulnefs, and get profit and prefer- 
ment, through Places and Offices ; inftancing how that in Exg- 
lard, there were them in the Dayes of King Hendrick and Ed- 
ward, that ſhewed themſelves, to be Proteſtants; and inthe 
Dayes of Ocen Mary Papiſts,and Perfecuted others to Death, 
_ afcerwards in the dayes of Queen Elizabeth,got again in the 
lap of the Proteſtant Church, and then perſecuted the Papikts ; 
vide the ſecond part of the Chromcle of the overthrow of Ty< 
rants, pag. 1502. 5 Ip 

eArennuns affirmed, That all Foreing of Conſcience, though 
it was but a forbidding of the Exercite which is eſteemed 
one or another to be neceſſary to Salvation, was in no wiſe right 
nor fitting : He alſo affirmed, That through Diverſities of Re- 
mg the Kingdom ſhould not be brought into any Diftur= 

ance, | 

The Antient Reformed Proteſtants, termed that Forcing of 
Conſciznce, when they were conſtrained to leave off the exerciſe 
of their Religion, ſaying, - Car nous privant de noftre Religion, on 
nous tiendroit en une continuele mort corporelle && ſpirituelle, (1. e. ) 
For to deprive us of our Religion, is to keep us in a perpetual 
corporal and ſpiritual Death, Adding thereunto, how that 
they would rather be put to Death, than be bereaved of the ex- 
erciſe of their Religion, &c. 

Many have reſtified, and many do teſiifie, that Forcing of 
Cdnſcrence is a Wicked deftrutive meEans, bogh for Soul and = 
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dy, 2gainſ which the Martyrs that have ſuffergd have univerſal. 
ly born Teſtimony. 


-' Now {ſaid a certain Wiſe Man) Let thefe conſider, who do 


ſo much ftirup the Powers of the Earth to Force free minds a- 
ainſt their conſciences, Whether they would be forced by vio= 
ence againſt their conſcience, to-imbrace the Popes Faith of 
Rome, with all its Superſtitions, or that which is worſe, and that 
upon pain of death : Let ſuch then judge ( ſaid he) how hard it 
is tb be Forced againſt ones conſcience to any Form of Wor. 
ſhip, which is not in the Spirit and Truth, &c. | 
If any dutrft ſpeak freely what he deleiveth, and thinketh in 
his heart (ſaith Cefc{bo) he fhould fay that he thinketh, and 
believerh that fuck Forcers:' are abſolute Tyrants ; and that 
whereutro they | c——_— is fot good : And if formerly he had 
any inclination thereunto, that he through ſuch violence. cometh 
wholly to abhor ir, 
. * The Artient Proteſtants teſtified, that that Religion which 
wasdefended with craeity, Was not grounded upon the Word of 
God.” | 


CHAP. VI, 


A fpift of \'the Popes ; n= humnne jarvention; bow the Spiritual 

".Ringdowit,” and true Church 5 Subfiſteth and is Defended by 

"' Spiretaal Weapons ; and bow Perſecution anſwereth nt the end 
of Perſecutors. | | 


"—_ Hiſtory Theweth, how that this 15 one of the Popes 
-' Maxim's, (viz.) that when he ſees the Spiritual Weapons 
are not ſufficient for him, then doth he fly unto. the carnal, 
therewith to help himſelf : {nt Dmuuiſe, 244+ | 

And others have been and are of that opinion, That Religion 
could not be preſerved without the Magiſtrates Swont there- 


fore tnderRood they; that they were to be cryed unto fax help, 


49 many do now; | rr nh: b463 
- But Irenens Philalerins ſaid, That this was buta humane in- | 


vention of the Nazural underſtanding, which would ary 
D 3 Caange 
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change the Natureof the Church of Chiiſt ; but itis in vainſaid 


A 6 SO | | | 
© The States of Holland ſaid, That the true Miniſters of Chriſt, 
who did perfe&ly wmnft in the Lord, had 'no Exteznal Sword, 


nither did they call unto any civill Power for Prote&ion; bur wh 
they uſed the Sword of the Spirit, 'which is the living-Word of Spi 
God, with which they defended: the Church,- &c, vide .urede the 
Handel vas Coltn, Pag, 198,' ' © af 115304 F.Ger't ing 

'Barnardus ſaid, That the Kindome of ' Chriſt was Sprtritul, my 
and as it was builded by Spiritual Vertues, ſo was it ſpread, Mc 
preſerved,and eſtabliſhed with Spiritual Weapons; for-its Ene- ( 
mies were and are. Spiritual, Eph,'6.11. & 2.2, bar" re 

Lattantivs ſaid, If you will with blood, with evil, and with ' | hefl 


torments defehd the Worthip, It ſhall not thereby be defended, eve 
but polluted, L:1b.5.Chaep.20. po egos” 
The Apoſtles had nor the affiftance of Emperours, Kings, we 


Princes,nor Lords ; but had evetithe whole Warld againſt them, Cor 
(ſaid a certain Wiſe Man) wherefore 'how-can this ſtirring up, the 
and inſtigating of Magiſtrates be Evangelical , or according ts U 
the Goſpel? Or how can this work of tumultuous Teachers, that 
bring honour to Gods Word and his Truth”? Who hath hereto- was. 


fore defended the Church of Chrift, was it defended by Plate? mer 
Or was the Church of the Apoſtles no Church > What coercive this 


Power or outward ProteRion had they ? Or what.extexnal Pow. falt' 
er, or outward defence had their Churchinithe Beginning 2: And = x 
cannot the true Church "now ſubfift, with that which ſhe had orea) 
tn the Begining ? | Rm ufe 7 

And itis evident, that many who have ſuffered much Perſe- } Spiti 
cution for the exerciſe of their conſcience, 'have been thergby ſaid j 
firengthened, and have therein multiplyed; therefore it isap- &c; 


parent, that the fruit of Perſecuting to death in matters of Re. 
ligion , is wholly contrary to the determination of Perſe- 
Cutors. 

Cattellins (aid, That Paul Rrove with Spiritual Weapons, and 
thereby overcame hundreds; but we ( alas ſaid he )-are together 
by hundreds to put to death one ſingle man,, and. appeas for 
Ohuiſt with fleſbly Weapons, to the end that People. might un- 


derſtand 


- 


Oo From uw WW 


> ( 17) 
derſtand, that we are Rripped of the Spititual Weapons, .and 


will have a fleſhly Chriſt. * 


But ſeeing the Apoſtles,vwhs Planted the Church were ſatis- 


hed with their Spiritual Weapons ; it is then evident, that they 
who make uſe of cartial Weapons, confide not ſufficiently in the 
Spiritual,” which they would" confide: in no doubt 'if: they* had 
them; ſeeing they are-alſufficient; as hall 'appeariarthe'com- 


ing of the Lord; whowill conquer Antichrift his'oreateft'Ene- 


my, = no. other Weapon, then - with the Sword "of* his 
Mouth. , 
Conftantinus the Emperour ſaid, That it was enough that he 
referved'ithe [unity-of-rhe Faith, :char; Ke[might/be 'exciuſable 
efore the- qrdgement:. Sear of (God; and that he wonld -leave 
every oneto his-owniunderſtanding, according: to! thi atevitne 
he wilt give before the- judgement Seat of Chriſt ; hereto mzy 
we tir up People (ſaid he) not compel-them-, beſeech- them to 
come:into*rhe unity-of the:Chriftians ; but to ! do" violence! to 
themyrwe willmorim io wife. 527 ot 1 07 00 Dottt, 
\{Nota}:Herein was: Conflantzam much commended; becauſe 
that he tollerated every one'to believe, and toiferve God/as he 
was perfwaded inhis own heart, eftzeming. his: gentleneſs and 
mercy .more-'available , | then ſevere Proclamations 5; and: in 
tis particular the ' was not: deceived, Sabaſt, Frank;Chron: 
fall £27011 ine © 1t O0K- VY- » $03 (19! ” 208 Ig. 
The: Chrifltian - Religion: (ſaid1the States of Holland'} is's 
oreat Miſtery,” fot the furtherance of which God doth not make 
uſe of wicked. Souldiers , ior of Bow, nor of Sword, but -his 
Spirit ;' and :the-Shepherds that: are ſent- by: him 5 further: they 
ſaid it was not their intention” to;compell any to theis Religion, 
Kc. O's rp 4. » +3 -->qm"2*f | 44l4 k KD noe 


WERg W———_—— er I EE Ar en 0 


08). 


, 
c * 


' . f F $ a7) p 
; ) ; 
4+ Lai dd FTISSYS PPY "8 2 2 aa gd a. 4 had # _ > 40 Wm 4. 


— 


> CHAP; VI1I;-! 


How the Ingaifitionors and Clergy have firred up the Powers tu 
',, - Porfecmte ; anti what fair pretences  Perſeentors liave had,; how 
. 1 Aangerens vt 1546 r00t out the Taretbefore the trewe «; and. ; wherein 
.. thy Anciem Proteftants 'lhavebeen more Noble'than the Clergy 


m0w,. SP * 


T is a common thing with niany,: to accult thoſa-with traub- 
ling of the/Churehss peate, and uh: difturbing of the publick 
peace, (ſaid,acerigin wile Mad) who :tezgl otherwiſe: chanthe 


Churchs. or; who- ſpeak any thing-agautit the Clergy, -ordifpure . 


with any of their reſtleſs Prieſts;:or hald chexr Mectings apart, 
though it be ity all civility and fiilneſs, 7 1 
In like manner hath che dnquilationets and, the: Clergy(faid he) 
Kirred up the Emperour, the King ef»Spenentl iof Frame, to 
terrible Perſecution, laying it- upon their: confaienige$us/quit 
themſelves feverely againk the Hereticks, if they would eſcape 
the Lords reprvef, though moſt of their \SubjeRs and Land 
ſhould periſh. And when the Clagy hadjuevailed with them, 
then theydeclared in their Proclamatons:and #difts, Thar their 
intent was onely the Glory of God, and the Salvation sf the 
Hereticks'Sonls, andac prevent theproplet'beingetrawnto any 
curſed Error or SeQ, butthat they ſhould continue in ſubjeRion 
and jn-thz old obſervations of the:Mother; the H. Church, and 
H.” Chriſtiang Faith and. Sacraments, as/appears 'from 'theic 
Proclamations, mas. i538, x546;x560, 564, 109 29 
Eraſmm ſaid, How that ſometime it cometh to paſſe, that 
thoſe who with more fury, then with good underſtanding carry 
on matters, do ſometime not only root out the Wheat with the 
Tares ( which Chriſt hath forbidden ) but alſo in place of root- 
ting out the Tares do root out the Wheat ; ſeeing they Judge be- 
fore they have underſtanding, or will make that odious, which 


is well fpoken by perverting of it; And they will have that to 


be a Zeal for Religion, and a deteſting of Herefie, when ny 
| the 


Je” 


| ( I9.-) 
the onely dufuoTiey of Godlineſs and Unity... Chron, van de 


| chro 
| Auguſtin faid;Some difturded the peace of the. Church,whil | 
- | they Went aboue to root out'the Tares before the time ; an 
rs ty. | through this Errax of. blindneſs ( ſaid he) are'they them- 


how 4 ſeperated ſy much the more from being united. unto 
nn Retnaldas teftified, That -he.. who with Impriſoningand Per- 
| ſecuring ſeeketh to ſpread the. Golpel ,. and greaſeth his hands 
.;- | with blood, ſhall much rather be looked upon for a wild 
ub. | Hunter, then a Preacher ,, ora Defender of the- Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, - 

_ "Eraſmus ſaid, 'That the World: had common Lawes for to 
| punith offenders ; but the Chriſtian meekneſle muſt rather uſe 
art, | diligence to. reform men, then ts judge them,  - | 
- In the begining of Reformation (ſaith the. Chron.) the Church 
he) eloried of the Truths Weapons, and deſired that thoſe that had 
any thing-to ſay concerning their Dogrine, ſhould freely re- 


, t0 
Juit prove them , and they would defend the ſame, with the holy 
aps | Scripture ; Exhorting people in their Pulpits, and. freely prof- 


ind | fering to confer or Diſpute with any, and every one had then 
m, | freedome. - 

But now will not the Clergy (ſaid the ſame Author)be ſpoken 
zeainft, who fit at eaſe in Pride, Idleneſs, and Fulneſs ; andif 
ny || any do ſpeak againſt them, they will ſo much as in themlie, cauſe 
»n, | ſuch to fuffer , charging them with breaking the Peace. of the 
nd | Church, or the Peace of the Kingdome ; and with rayling 
words, will evade entering into a ſober diſcourſe , thereby 
|| manifeſting the badneſs of their Cauſe, and the guikineſs of 
2t | their Conſcience ; and then ſeek to defend themſelves more by 
the Power of the Magiſtrate, then with Gods Ward and Godly 
he |} teſtimony ; andin the mean time prejudice others, by pxacu- 
t- || ring their own reſt and peace; but ſurely this is neither juſt, 
e- || right, nor equal. 
ch Further (ſaith he) in the mean time thoſe men. wauld have 
to | a triumphant Church upon the Earth, but no ſuffering ; neither 
will they ſuffer any trouble, difficulty, or oppokition, bitdo 
make the Magiſtrate believe, that ſuch things incurr trauble, 

Bs Uproar, 


- — 
me Cette toned 4 
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Uptoar; "Diſturbance; 8c. Yet'nevertheleſs ſome of the Cler. 
chemſelyes have put forth ſundry Treatiſas;\wherein they 
thew. FRO! -thicthe Peateiand-Welfare;obxhe-Land might be 
cnn pas} thouch ſeveral Religions inthe Land-weig/tolle- 


& « ' + « ; £4 $54 1:30 at} TOOLS - m ak ; | 
. Quand a laipermifſion de S'afſembled.es T etyples,, Swe; aucane 


divifion & tumnlte ne'n adviendra- entre, vous Subjetts, man hienys 
repos phblis cextnithon de toute: Seadition, Poppdaite,: whey 
+..As touching che permitting-the-aflembling together in, Tem. 
ples, 'no manner of Divifion::or Tumule. can-from hence ariſe 
-among your Subjects, but 'rather a Publick reſt and extinguiſh- 
ing of all Popular Seditton. ; ; _ 
For the: Chronicle alſo ſheweth, how that the diſturbance and 
trouble:cometh nor through: thoſe that liverprderly. according te 
their Conſcience and the-word of:God,and accordingly exerciſe 
their Religion in-Stilneſs, but through thoſe who will nox ſuffer 
this;no: bearothers, but ſeek to; have. the, Preheminence,, and 


| t6 exerciſe Lordſhip over others, and.therefore do they-raiſe up 
 'Perſecution. X | 


: OY $2413 4N4b- xx 6g 35%. 
-'But the Stavevof Holland teſtified, Dat. waer vervolgioghenZijn, 


\ :fatter daer al in roere 15, maer waer geen en fijn al finder verſcheij- 


den Religien, dat daer alle ſaelren ftilder ſfijn, ſo olr in onſe mjden 
i brvonden, (4- 6.) That where there was Perſecutiqn,there was 
allin diftra&ion ; but where there was none(though there were 


ſeveral Religions) there all. things were the quieter ; 2s.have | 


*beerr evidentiin our dayes ,' ſaid. they.. #' de urede Handel way 
Cotn, fel.5 3. | 
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CHAP, VIII. + 


| Coreerring obedience to Magiſtrates; the vanity aud evil of forcing 


of Conſcience;Certain Mixims afſerted by many wiſe men, how Vis- 
lence becometh not the Miniſters of the Goſpel, neuher hath Chrij 
' © nov his Apoſtles taught it, nor pratiiſedst, , | ; 


| Alvis ſaid \ 'That thoſe that are ſet over us muſt be 
4 obeyed, if that the command of God: be / not thereby 
| diſobeyed 


- 
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difobeyed, but if they lead us from Obedierice to God, and 

' preſumptuouſly ſtrive againſt the Lord , then muſt they not be 
regarded (aid he) to the end that God with his Authority may 

retain the Preheminence. | I 

The States of Holland, teſtified, That SubjeQs were not obliged 

in all things, whether right or unright, to be ſubje& to their 

Princes, Int plas. Anno 1581, 2, Deel, fol,x2. 

Prince of Orexge being commanded by the King,when ke de- 
parted out of Zealand, to put many tober People to death, 
who were ſuſpe&ed concerning their Religion , but therein he 
would not obey the King, knowing he could not do it with a 
s00d Confcience, and alto being ailured,that it was better to obey 
God than man. 

'* Moreover (aid a certain Writer) the truth with ſad experi- 
ence hath learned us,and plainly ſhewn us, That forcing of Con= 
ſcience and Perſecuting about Religion 18 not onely in vain,but a 
dire& contraty means, and a cauſe of SeRs and diftarbances, 
and of many evils, as the Chroncles of Germany, France and the 
Low Coantryes,do abundantly teſtifie, 

The States of HoRard alſo afirmed, That it was not poſſible to 
find out means of any good and certain Peace, otherwiſe then 
by Tollerating more then one Religion. 

Experientia ſatis edofts ſumus, ferrum," flammas, exilum, proſ- 
criptiones , irrutaſſe potins , quam ſannaſſe merbum menti inh#= 
Fentem., . 

The King of France was moved with great Zeal (ſaid a cer- 
tain Biſhop) to ordain great Torment and puniſhment for the 
Hereticks, thinking thereby to root out their Opinion, and to 
Unite the People together iri one Opimon ; but 1n his determi- 

nation (ſaith he) he was deceived; So was alſo Dake d Alba, 
who for five or fix years together, endeavoured with exceeding 
great Tyranny, ts maintain the Law of the King in the Low- 
Countryes. 1» Het, 36. van de ſtandt der Rel. fol, x90, 

Now notwithſtanding thz great Perſecution that is and hath 
been about Religion, theſe following Maximes are aflerted and 
owned by moſt men ; 

i, That Faitht the gift of God, 
2, That Relgion owght to be free, 
E p 


2, That 
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 3« That ns Religion by Vidlence ran be imprinted in the Heave, 

4. That Forcing maketh men Hypocrites. | 

5. That ut 45 rmpoſſible te preſerverbe Land in Prace, without 
giving Liberty for the free exerciſe of Rel:gion. 138 

6. That 41n one Lad or City, there may be well mere Religsons 
thax one. | | . | | 

7. That it 15 4 ſeed of Contention and Uproar among the People, 
when men contrary to Promiſe, and to what they onght, reſiſt one 
another in their Religion. Toy ; | 

$8 And that prohibiting the free exerciſe of Relt gon, tendetb 
openly or manifeſtly to the deſtruttion of men, which happentth ; when 
one party with Violence ſetketh to root out anatbers Religion, 

Nevertheleſs (ſaid the Author)it is evident,that many fooliſh 
Zeatots will obſtinatly run on in that defiruQive path of forcing 
Conſcience,and thereby bereave others of the Exerciſe of their 


Relrgion. 


Frederions the King of Bohewiaſaid, That in theſe laſt times 


there were many different Opinions riſen among men in mat- 
ters of Faith and Religion, but according to what is.contained 
in the Scripture, and according to the ſetled Foundation of 
DoQrine (ſaid he) men will not be urged, compelled or forced 
in their Conſcience ; for when ſuch forcing hath been attempted, 
ithath hadanevil-end; and in the chieteſt Kingdoms and Pro- 
vinces, there hath been a remarkable change made ; for through 
this means, Cities come to be more ruined than benefitted, Yide 
his Declaration-Printed in the :Hagne, Anno 161g,  _ 

It doth in no Wiſe become the Preachers of - the Geſpel, and 
Miniſters of the New-Teſtament, to deal in Matters of Faith 
by Force, Violence and Tyranny (ſaid a wiſe Man) or thereun- 
to to help, Counſel, or Adviſe ; bur with Prayer, with the Word 
of God, and-with the Sword of the Spirit, | 

Lnmbertus teftified, ſaying, Truly things are not well, nei- 
ther do men 1ight, when they go about to remove Hereticks and 
Errors With Weapons ; for the Truth and certainty of the 
Chriſtian Do&rin, - ought not to depend upon the uncertain 
Effe&s of War : Therefore hath neither Chriſt himſelf nor his 
Apoſtles, taught men to take up Armes againſt them that were 
reprobared from the Faith, as if that were an external means 


fort rout out Exrors, for the receiving or ſpreading of Reli- 
£10NA 
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oi0n, Which'ts through fear of Weapons, 1s more like unto 
Mahemetifſme, than unto the Chriſtian Religion. | 

Stephanus the King of Poland ſaid, Our defire is, that all the 
Cities and Inhabitants didpraiſe one God unanimouſly; but it 
hath been declared, that in the latter Dayes Offences ſhall 
come ; therefore will not we compel any to believe (ſaid he) 
but will keep Peace and concerd among the Contentious, that 
contend abouc Religion, and defend every one in his Religion. 
Chrenicle of the Tyrants, ſecond P, pag. 1326, 


= 
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How Tudas Proſelytes now do follow his footſteps ; How Confuſion 
and Wroar i not occaſioxed in a Land through a juſt Toleration, 
but rather throngh want of it ; And how none ought to be Banifh= 
ed about Religion. 


T*He Hiſtories ſheweth; how that ſome of the Clergy hath 
 ſajd, Thar the Princes ought to kiſs the Son, andto uſe 
their Power for to preſerve and defend Religion againſt all her 
Enemies , though their Lands ſhould therefore be ſpoyled : 
But the Son of God hath'never taught any man ſo to kiſs him, 
though he was ſo unfindly kiſſed. of Judas, as many Betrayers 
do yet in his Members ; yet notwithftanding Chriſt nor his 
Apoftles did not ſeek tordeliver Judas over to the Magiſtrates, 
but J=das ſought to deliver Chrift over to them : And ſo do 
Fndas Children at this day, deliver the true Chriſtians ( whom 
they falſly call Hereticks ) into the Hands of the Earthly 
Powers. \ 

And though ſome ſay, That People of different Opinions, 
cannot live together in a Kingdom without continual conten- 
tion ; andtherefore ſay they, mult that be prevented with Fire-- 
and Sword. But what though there be vertue and filthineſs 
in a Kingdom, geod and bad men, which are one contrary to 
the other, one mult not therefore- ( ſaid a wiſe Man ) to pre- 
vent it, bring a whole Kingdom or Land into Confuſion, by 


' ſtirring up the People one againk another, .. 
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= | 
Again, the true Chnrch c Fe on ) hath never 'helped her 
ſelf with Perſecution, neither doth ſhe uſe any other Swoxd 
than God's Werd, which ſhe having and keeping the Com- 
mands of God, prepareth her ſelf for to bear. the Croſs, and to 
Suffer Perſecution, but not to'bring Suffering upen others. 


Moreover it is evident, Thatin Datchl/and, Poland, andin 


the Low-Conntryes, more Religions than one are. Suffered, , and 


yet there-are not continual Uproars and: Tumults , as ſome, 


1magine ſuch Toleration would occafon in a Kingdom ; there- 
fore may we conclude, that it is not the Toleration of more Re- 


ligions than one, which prodnceth Uproar in a Kingdem, but 


rather the untowardneſs and perverſeneſs of them that ſeek to 


obſtruct this Toleration; 
Camerarins ſaid, That it was groundleſs and irrational to ſay, 


that Diverſities of Opinions in matters of Religion do ditturb 


the Polity ;- bur onthe contrary, the Polity is diſturbed, when 
any man With the Liberty of his Opinion is not contented, but 
will moleſt and trouble others. 

Bur ſome ſay, That every one-in matters of Faith, are bound 
to obey the Magiſtrates under whom"they live, and to follow 
them, and- that they. are worthy of Puniſhment who do it 
not. 

But let fuch know ( ſaith the Author ) that they do not 
only hereby condemn the firſt Reformed Proteftants, -but alſo 
the true Prophets and Apoftles, yea, Chriſt himſelf, and all the 
Martyrs, and ſo juſtifie their Perfecutors-and Mutderers ; if 
not, ther» may net the Magiſtrates now, oppreſs a Church, or 
a Religion, as many of. the diſorderly Clergy would gladly ſee 
(ſaid he) and make the Magiſtrates believe. Ys 

And itis to be obſerved, how that among the Jews there 
were many Secs, as th2 Phariſees, Eſſeans, Galileans, Saduces, 
Samaritans, &c. Who retained many unwholſome. Opinions, 
yet they were not ſs Perſecuted, as now the falſe Chiiſtians 
do Perſeciite one another, TS jan 

The Hiſtory ſheweth, how that it hath been ſufficiently pro- 
ved, That none ought to Baniſh any about Religion that payed 
Tribute ; yea, that the peaccable you and Heathen ought not 


to be Baniſhed out of the Land where they wete born ;.for an | 
| Whick © * 
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| (25 ) | 
which they have, they poſſeſs through that. right which is com- 
mon to all Nations ; and to baniſh People, is ſaid to be diretly 
contrary to the Law of Nature, and to the Commands of Love ; 
for Kings and Princes ſo well as others, Onght tado wnto others: 
as they would have others to. do unto them ,, And if they would: 
not be Baniſhed our of their Dominions, then ſhould not they 
Baniſh others; and Innocency becometh them as well as others, 
who ought to'do Evil-to no man, | | 

Les Princes qui ſe ſont Gouvernez par doucenr & clemence cog-' 
nunte 4 Fuſtice, & qui ont uſe de moderation & debonnairete en vers 
lars ſubjets ont toxsjours grandement proſpere & longuement regue, 

Mats an contrairesles Princes cruels umques, perfides & oppreſſeurs 

lt leurs ſubjets, ſont incontinent tombez. eux & leur eſtat en peril 
wen totale ruine, &Cc. par. N. M, Anno 1576, | 

Thoſe Princes that have ruled by Gentleneſs and Clemency 
:dded to Juſtice, and have exerciſed Moderation and Meekneſs 
towards their SubjeQts alwayes, greatly proſpered and Reigned 
long. | 7 
But on the contrary, thoſe Princes that have been Cruel, Un- 
juſt, Perfidious and Oppreſlors of their SubjeRs, have-ſoon 
faln, they and their Eſtate into danger, or total Ruin, N. 24, 


1576, 


CHAS Xx, 


be Severity of a Popiſh Synode ; The Dieſes of the right 
Chriſtians; How Herefie #4 not ſlain through the Death of Here- 
ticks; and the evil conſequence of the Laws, which tend to the 


putting of  Hereticks to Death, 


| N a General Synod holden at Rgme, it was forbidden men 

to hold any Fellowſhip with thoſe they termed Enemies of 
eligion, neither were they in any thing to afhilt them, which 
ioht tend to the preſerving of their Life; and great things 
ae promiſed them that per(ecuted ſuch, and inflicted punifh- 
nent co the utmoſt upon them. Fide Merula, pag. 772. 


But the true Chriſtians: Perſecute no man about. Religion, 
J Socrat, 


&- 
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Sverat, lib. 4, chap- 3. For the Tight Chriſtians did alwayes 
deal mercifully with them that were Hereticks indeed, and not 
Tyrannically by ſhedding of their Blood ; but 'Hereticks and 
Infidels have been alwayes cruel towards the Chriftians, with || eve! 
Perſecuting of them to Death,» | or a 
When men with the Truth (ſaid one) flayeth the lies of Here. Þ Her; 
ticks, then their Bodies remain alive, and their Souls come to || the 
be cured ; but when men put Hereticks to death, they do not ff 2nd : 
ſlay the Herefe, but rather both Body and Soul, _ = 
Veritas ſaid; Seeing Chrift 1$a Lamb, whom you profeſs to || Se& 
be your Head and Captain, then it behoveth. you to be Shee reſt c 
and to uſe the ſame Weapons which he made ufe of, for he will Þ with ; 
not be a Shepherd of Wolves, and Wild Beaſts, bit only & | Jews: 
Sheep ; Wherefore if you loſe the nature of Sheep (ſaid he; and fſ C 
be changed into Wolves or Wild Beafts, and uſe fleſhly Wes. [when 
pons , then will you exclude your ſelves outof his calling, and ApoR 
forſake his Banner, and then will he not be your Captain. 
Often doth Chr:;ſoſlomnus ſhew, how that the true Chriſtians 
may not put any Heretick to Dzath, nor With;Violence. Force 
him to the Faith ; manifeſting how it is again(t the Scripture, 
Reaſon-and Equity, that People ſhould put-men to Death be- 
cauſe of their Opinion or Ignorance, ' who otherwiſe are of affJare La 
00d Life and Converſation, | : except 
Aug. Diligite homines, interficite Errores, fine ſevitia pro verita who wi 

te certate. | licks, : 
Where haſt thou ever read in thy dayes (ſaid Menno) in thiſas to | 
Writings of the Apoſtles, that Chriſt or the Apoſtles ever cry[Matphe 
ed out to the Magiſtrates for their Power, againſt them thatfſtramen 
would not hear their Doctrin, nor obey their. Words 2 I knoy baptifts 
certainly ſaid he, that where the Magiſtrate ſhall baviſh with.th Baptifer 
Sword, there is not the right Knowledge, Spiritual Word, nofÞ{ Aro 
Church of Chriſt; *tis [nvocare brachiums ſeculare.” - + Errour | 
It is not Chriſtian-like but Tyrannical, ſaid D. Phil:pſey, thereunt 
Baniſh and Perſecute People about Faith and Religion, anF:ble m; 
they that ſo do, are certainly of the Phariſaical GenerationMore to 
to-whom Stephen ſaid, you ſtiff-neched and uncircumciſed in hea is an 1 
and ears, you-do lwayes vefift the Holy Ghott, Aets 7. 51,52, fbodtod 
When a Kiryg or a Prince giveth forth a Law, by _— Feople m 

whi 


fequ1re 


| (27) 
yes || which Murderers are to be put to Death, then all the People 
not || that own and obey this Law, will do their beſt in helping to 
and || put them Death, whom they know aſſuredly to be Murderers ; 
with || even ſo ( ſaid a certain Writer) when the Biſhops, Presbyters, 
or any other Writeth of publitheth; that People ought to put 
ere. | Hereticks to Death , then muſt it needs follow (ſaid he) thar 
ie to || the Papiſts ſhall do their beſt to put the Proteſtants to Death, 
> not | 2nd the Proteſtants the Papiſts, the Epiſcopal men the Presby- 
I rerians, and the Presbyterians the Epiſcopal men ; for every 
\s to | Se ſuppoſeth themſelves to be theright Believers, and the 
eep, | reſt they eſteem to be Hereticks ; and then ſhould Mannaſſeh 
> will | with Ephraim, and Ephraim with Mapmaſſeh, riſe bp againſt the 
aly of | Jews, yetſhould nor the Wrath of the Lord be appeaſed3...: 
) and fl Caffeltize reftified , bow that ſome of the Divines (fo c#Hed) 
Wes. | when they medled with Hereticks, they judged them' all to be - 
>. and | Apoſtates, falſe Prophets, and Blaſphemers, to the end, that 
_. -- thereby they might the more vilifie and oppreſſe thoſe that dif- 
Riangffered from them ; which (ſaith he) hath been the manner of 
. Force all Seribes and Phariſees, — 
pture, | - But who can preduce a Law out of the holy Scripture, that 
th be-ſ{tequires Hereticks to-be putto Death ? *cis true (ſaid hz) there 
re of aſſure Laws againſt Blaſphemers ; but what is this to the purpoſe, 
except it can be proved that Hereticks are Blaſphemers ? for 
veritt {ho will believe that all theſe wio at this day are crliled Here- 
ticks, are Blaſphemers and ungadly Men > who are ſo fooliſh 
25 to believe the Pope (who judeeth* the Proteſtants to be 
aſphemers, becauſe they differ from him in point of rhe Sa- 
rament ) that they therefore are Blaſphemers > and that the 
apriſts are Blaſphemers, becauſe they differ from him in their 
Baptiſm; | | | 
eras ſaid, Ttcannot be that a Heretick ſhould reje& his 
Errour when he will, except that ſome reaſon-confirainhim 
hereunto ; Wherefore then ſaid he,do you trouble ſuch a miſe- 
on, anFable man, for to make him Lie, and to provoke him more and 
erationMore to Sin againlt the Lord ? ſurely men cannot deny but that 
in beat is an Invention of Satan { ſa1d he) for to Force the Servants of 
52, Ppodtodeny Chriſt for fear of Puniſhment ? Further (ſaid he) 
mu Þcople muſt ſeek to conquer ſuch men, not through Threatnings, 
whi but 
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but it muſt be through the Power of certain Teſtimonies and 
living Manifeſtations. 
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CHAP. XI, 


The Popes Counſel and Intreaty ; Tha ſad Effett: of truel Procls. 

mations ; How Inconſiſtant it is with the Life of Chriſt 10 Perſe. 
cute ; Wnder what pretence the true Believers bave Suffered 
And how Perſecution cannot effett the thing for which it is 11 
tended, | 


* Y Erefic is a Greek Word, and fignifieth a Se or an Opini- 
on,and they that did ſtiff-neckedly cleave unto evil Secs 

. were called by the Greeks A';98:0},by the Latines Pertinaces, 

and by us are they called Hereticks, Now it 1s an eafie matter D 

to accuſe a man %of being a Heretick, and of retaining Opini- B 

ons contrary to his Conſcience ; butt is a difficnlt thing, ſuff- | 

.ciently to prove and manifeſt the ſame ; for all the Martyrs Gi 

that have Suffered for the name of Chriſt, have been accuſed fo 

With being Hereticks, evenas the Innocent Lamb's of Chit | of 

that Suffer now for his Names ſake, are accuſed at this day. iT 

Pope Paul the third, counſelled and intreated the Emperarf  ;. - 
Charles, and King Ferdinand, to compel the Proteſtants to for | ,,. 
ſake their Error. e Anno 1545. Go: 

There can be no greater Suffering and Sorrow ( ſaid a certain 7 
wiſe Man ) brought upon ſuch as fear the Lord, than there ma , ,..j. 
by compelling them through Puniſhment, to do that whicifs} ,, D. 
againſt their Conſcience, or to leave off ſuch an Exerciſes ,,; ll; 
they are perſwaded in their Conſcience 1s neceflary to thei , 
Salvation. | | 

The Hiſtory do ſhew, how that in the Low-Countries, there 
were betwixt e:zghteen and nineteen thouſand Men put to Death, 
upon their reſifing of the Inquiſition, being brought into thoſe 
Parts. 

Morxeover, the Chromcle teſtifieth, That in the Dayes 0 
Charles the Emperor, there were above fifty thouſand Men put 
to_Death by Proclamations ; ſeme Proclamations did forbid 
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( 29.) 
upon pain-of Death, Peoples holding any Fellowſhip with them 
that fled, or were Banilhed about Religion, or of affiting them 
with Money, or Proviſion ; yea,one Was Hanged (ſaich the Chro- 
mcle ) becauſe he entertained his on Son ,. Aderch-rych. 
pag. 77. MAILS ass | 
Now, if any Emperor, King, Prince, or Superiours, ſhould 

through the Counſel of the Divines or Clergy,goe the ſame Way 
that chis Emperor, Charles went With his Son King Phillip, who 
were Deftroyed with their Land and People; who may not fo 
truly, as ceftainly Propheſie and warn ſuch Powers, who wil- 
fully rake ſuch a Courte ( ſaid the Author ) that they alſo witl 
bring themielyes with their Land, Religion, and SubjeRs to 
Ruine ? WE 

. A... Publ. Alients malts cautior, Seneca, 21, © 

Some are, and have been of that Opinion, That there are n6 

People that ought to be more ſeverely Punithed than Herericks, 
Blaſphemers,; and Contemners .of Religion. | 

_ Bur what ſaid Eraſmw, Is it a greater Tranſgreſſion to be a 
Chriſtian than. to be a Murtherer of Father or Mother, &c.. But 


- ſuch things ſhall, the Devil raiſe up againſt the Goſpel; ' and 


oftentimes they are called Hereticks, who do ſo little contemn' 
Religion, that they will die for their Religion 7; and therefore 


- 1t appears (ſaid he) that they are no deſpiters of Religion, who 


_ : o given up to Suffer, for to keepa good Conſcience before, 
09, 7 PE 3 » 5; 2 
| Likewiſe, He appears to be free from Blaſphemy, who. will 
| | | from Death 
or Perſecution ; ſuch appear to be free from Blaſpheming God 
willingly. ET oe I nem 
And A concerning the Life of Chrift,that hath been alwayes 
fo meek, that it is as polſible to find an Examyle of a Lambs _ 
evouring of a Wolf, as of that putting a Hererick to Death 
by the Sword ; and they in whom his Spint dwelleth are mind- 
ed like him : But as concerning Perſecutors , while in the 
New-Teſtament they find nothing but Meekneſs, which is di- 
rectly contrary to-their Perſecution (ſaid he) therefore are they 
neceſſitated to fly unto the Old, by which they ſuffiiently ma- 
nifeft whoſe Spirits Children they are, 
: F This 


This doth the Ewe» of the Martyrs teſtifie with their 
Thnocent Blood, how that the crue Bglievers, have Suffered as 
Hereticks, Blaſphemers, Uproat-m kers , Coptemners of Re- 
« IE IM fog i650 3:1 LWCASD <0 ..: «of { Iv 
ligion; and Sedicers, &Cc. s ol SLID OW 
Yet-it is afaſt and certain Rule... ſaith the Hiſtory ) That: 
where the Spirit of Gvd and his" trarhhath place, that there 
ſt atl Conſultations of Perſecutions cetſe; then much more 
he thing it ſelf, knowing, that their Weapons are wholly 
Spiritual (even_as God and his "whole Kingdom is ) which 
uſt be uſed and, felt, and keep the Authority ;' for there are 
faith he) Weapons of Love, of Prayer, of Peace, and of Pa- 
uence, whereby the inward Underſtanding of the Heart and 
Soul, may be brought unto the right Way : But what is Fleſh 
and Blood with fleſhly Weapons, alas (ſaid'he)) in no wiſe 
tting, but like unto the World, which run on in the broad Way 
to Deſtruction. __ - 2 rs 
' Moreover it is,evident enoughsfor in the whole ESropa, Expe- 
rience. hath learned it ,' that the cruel Condemning, Baniſh- 
ing, Perſecuting and putting Hereticks to Death about Matters 
of Faith and' Religion, is an abſolute contrary means, for to 
rout out Hereticks, [for to unite the divided Chiiſtendom, and 
x quiet its Diſturbances. a Ne | 
And it hath alſo been found by-Expertience, that” External 
Peace and Unity; can, and may be better preſerved in a King. 
dom or Common-wealth, through forbearance, and by Suffering 
of contrary Opinions ( through Love and Chriſtian Meek- 
neſs). than by Baniſhing and Perſecuting People to Death, 
about Matters of Faith and Religion, 
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CHAP. XIT. 


a to ſeek.the help of the Magiſtrate ; How i it 
then Minftered - What Puniſhment the Church hereto- 
ore bad: ( accordivgg A "che Will of the Lord ) for Heteticks ; 
eAvd hos & rhe, 4 thing it 15 _ Hh. apo to juige right 

an Matters of Hereſie, 


E Raſmus Teflified, That for above 400. Years, the Biſhops 
did not-ſeek the 'belp of the Emperors againſt the Here. 
ticks ;' and when they did ſeek it againſt the inſufferable Wick- 
| edneſs of the Donatifker, it did not pleaſe the good Party, that 
 _ they ſhould: then ſeek the help of the Civil Power ; for they 


When the Biſhops be 


then :Judged, that it- became not the Biſhops to. uſe any other 
Wezpons, 'or to have any other Help, than the Sword of the 

- Spirit, the Werd of God, although'the Evil was incurable, 
[- | yet would they have excluded. it by Excomunication, which is 
'S {aid to be the greateſt Judgment or Puniſhment that then the 
« Church had.” 

id Now it 18 confeſſed, that the Lord Jeſvs Chrift hath mani- 

| feſted his Will by that which i is left upon record, andwhich was 

al delivered by his Apoſtles, who have ſhewnus how.we ſhould 
I” carry our ſelves. 

ng . I. Towards them that reſi 77 the TIrs#th, 2 Tow. 3, "1 25. 
ck- (Chap. 3.6. 8* Chap. 4. 15. © 

th, 2. Towards Back. ſuders, 1 Fw: x, 20, 


3. Towards them that deny the Reſurredtion, 2 Ta. 2, 120 iS, 

4. Towards thens that Teach mhat-they ought not, Titus 
IT, I3, 
| 4 Towards them that cauſe Divifions and Of ener, Row, 
x6. 17. 

- Towards falſe Prophets, Mat. 7, 15. Chay. I6, _ $2; = 

. Towards them that Walk, Diſorderly, 2 Thef. 3 

4 Towards Phariſacal Heypocrites , that aus SH Form of 
Godlineſs, and y.0t the P EE 8WE , Locks 32, 4:2 Toes. 3. x 

9. Towards falſe Bre; hrey em L x Cor, F,1H, 


Y 


IO, Teri 
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10, Towards Heraichs, Titus 3- 10. 

— IT.” Towards Formcators, and Tdolai#f*, YCor, 5,11, 

12, Towards the Diſobedrent, 2: Thefgs3 4. 

I3. T awards the Stiff-necked, Mat. I8, I7, 

This it appears from-che-Scriprare."of »Tcerh), (that it was not 
the Will of our Lord and Lawgiver,Thabebey ſhould be punith- 
ed with fevere Puniſhments in'Pritons, »#:by Baniſhment,tor 
by having their Goods ſpeyled, or by being put to Death ; nay, 
but he hath rather commanded, x 


x That with Mechneſs we ſhould Iuſtrutt, 2 Tim. 24,25, 
: 2% Deliver unto Satan, ————L T7”, 5s. 
21357 Sharply to rebuke, _- — —Tit.-1.:x, a4. 


. 4. To avoid them,” Rem. 16. 17. 2 Theſ, 3, 6.2Foh; 10,11, 
5. To beware of them, — — Mat. 7.15. 
6. To have no fellowſhip with them, — -LCor,F. Il, 
7. Torejett them, - ——Tit, 3.10.2. Tim, \q,15, 
$. Tolet them alone, —————— | Mat;15;14, 
9. To eſteem there #« Heathens 'or Publicans, —Mat.18, 17, 

| Thus we ſee the Laws that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath ordain- 
ed for their Puniſhment, to the end, thatthe Fruits hereafter 
mentioned might be brought forth ; for God willethnor ( as 
many blood thirſty Men ) that they ſhould die and perith.; bur 
the Will of Gods) | W255 


That they all ſhould repent, ————2 P & 3.9. 27 m:;2, 25, 


That they ceaſe from mens Traditions, | 

That they might be' aſhamed, —— ——- 2. Theſ..3. 14. 

Fhat they m1 ght learn not to Blaſpheme,- —=X%;T 7p: I. 20, 

T hat they might be found in the Faith, — + ——— Tt; 1. 13. 

That the Spirit might beſfgved, —— ——I Cr. 55. 
For the Power waich the Lord hath given te Apoſtles, was to 
Edification, and not to Deſtruion, 2 Cor, x3. x0, _ : :- 
Eraſmus ſaid', The Chriſtian. Meekneſs:muſt ſatisfie it ſelf 
with theſe Puniſhments; to Stone, that is the Jewes work ; bux 
the true Chriſtians work 18 to Heal, | 

Ambroſms ſaid; That Hereticks were only to be Puniſhel 
by Excomunication, and not to be Beat and Perſecuted ; for 
ſo did the Heathen ſaid he, that knew not God : And Ignatius 
ſaid, you ſhall ſeperate your ſelves from them, and exhort them 


to Repentance. Iz 
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_ 1 Hereticis coercendis quatenus progred; liceat ubi nominatius 
cos ultimo ſupplicto afficr non deberi aperie demonſtratur, Chryiſtlin- 
2e Impreſſum, Anno 1577. Seatior2, . "> 


Chriſeflomns (21d ," That che. was not ſuch aol ,-a5 that he 
woulddufferchemto be his Judges who were his, open Enemies, 
for it-is againk all right and reaſon, that he-who is the-Accuſer, 
and Witneſs, ſhould alſo be Judge. . Every one ( ſaith he ) 
will be judge over another, yet. none acknowledging the other 
co be his Judge. EIS 92/2244 + 

Tell me tnen ye wiſe Men { who would have the Hereticks 
Puniſhed,'or Perſecuted to Death by the Magiſtrate )-who ſhall 
be the Judge, the Magitrate, the Church, or the Do&rin which 
is ſpoken againſt 2 And how ſhall the Magiſtrate: be aſſured of 
the Odiouſnels of the Blaſphemy, and Crimes ? And how ſhall 
'the Magiſtrate know certainly. who are punithable S;{maticks, 
Apoſtates, falſe Teachers, Herericks and Seducetrs ; who they 
are that ſet up a Se&vor.a Church 2 Who believe well or Evil ? 
Who Teach according too, or contrary to the Scripture ?-- Who 
are moved of God, or by his-own Zeal. > Who do according to 
a 200d Conſcience or.contrary2 Who are wounded. and: judged 
in themſelves; and who are not ? And whoare obſtinate and 
kiff-necked Herer:cks, or conſtant upright Chriſtians? 

But ſuppoſethe Magiſtrates ſhould refer this. to the Divines 
or Clergy (ſaid he) to judge of, what more aſſurance ſhall 
they have than the Magiſtrate 2 who. through their irpng im- 
portuning, blindly Perſecute the. Hexecicks, and haye martyred 
and put todeath moſt of ' the Chriſtjans and. Servants of God ; 
(ſaid he) how- can they then more than<the. Magiſtrate jude 
of ſuch hidden .Myſteties as before mentioned 2? Yide'$ Sage 
Diſp. 57. Theſ. Chap, 20. I rev”, 91 


x 
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— 


CHAP. XI11, 


he neceſſity of juſt and equal Ltberty ; How. p—_ it 15 tahear 

: and ſee before one Fudge ; How the a lergy do follow the 

. Example of the Fewes ; How Life and Converſation hath not 

been ſo much looked-at, as difference in Doftrine and Worſhip ; 

And how prejudicial it would be for, Chriſtians, if their Counſel 
were followed, that ſtir up men to Perſecute, wok 


T1 Remnus ſaid, The profitableneſs of the: King and King- 


dom, requireth a firm and intire Union of all the Citi. 


' zens and/SubjeRts ; now there can be no firm Union ( ſaid he ) 


exceptthat all the Citizens and Subjeas injoy- equality, and 
that eſpecially in matters of Religion ; for: tnequallit ' among 
them in that particular,is and hath been of moſt Politicians cal- 
led one Peſtilence of the Kingdom or Common.Wealth. Aur 
1575, Com. diff, Fol, 79. 

Qui autem partem 0101m conſulunt, partem negligunt rem per- 
nitiofſſumans in civitatem inducurnt,, Cicero znoffe, 


When the King Lodewick, of France ; was much importuned | 


by the Cardinals and Biſhops to put ſeveral People to Death in 
his Dominion, who were accuſed of much odious Herefre ; the 
King ſaid, IfI were to begin a War with the Furk, or the De- 
vil, I would firft hear them : And afterwards he ſent Legaten to 
examine the matter, and- when he found:them to: be ſuch in 
their Life and Converſation, and Worſhip, that he broke out 
with an - Oath, and ſaid, Theſe men are better than 1 with my 
Catholicks. Urede hand. van Coley, Fol. 79:;. 

The Fewes, Scribes and Phariſees, exclaimed againſt Chriſt to 
the Magiffrate , and ſaid, If he had not been an Evil doer, me 
world not have delivered Hins up unto thee : And then they ac- 
cuſed Him of perverting the Nation, of forbidding the People t 
g1vetribute to Caſar, of ftirrin up the People, of cafting out De- 
vils through Beelz.ebub ; and they alfo ſaid, That they had a Lan, 
and that by that Law he onght to die, &c, Luke 23, 2, 5. John 
18, 30, 


CR  COEIINY 


Wi nes me at teas 


Os Chen) - + 
18:36.” Mark; 3. 2x, John 19.6, 7. Thus did they ſeekts 
deceive: Prlate, who was unexperienced in their Law ; even 
as the” Cletgy nw (aid acertain Writer ) ſtir vp.the Magi- 


rvtes withtheir Lies, ſeeking to make them believethit they: 


have a Law, by which Hereticks ought to be Perfectited and put 
to Dziti ;' aid by their Sophitical Art (fatd he) can they pfe- 
vaile wich them. ſo far, as that finally they ( to continue their 


Friend, - and the Emperours ( or the Kings ) deliver them in-_ * 


to their/hands as Pilate did Chriſt, who ſaid, Take Him, and 


Tndge Him according to your Law, &c. Certainly ſaid one, where 


Chiſtis now madg manifeſt, there are alſo Fudas's to be found, 
the World is no better nor holier then it was, but rather worſe; 
and therefore doth the Truth now ſuffer under the name of He- 
refie (ſaid he) as heretofore, | 
Far now in theſe Dayes -men do little regard Life -or Con- 
verſation, but preſently fall upon judging of the Do&rine, 
Perſecuting and ſhamefully. Intreating thoſe that differ from 
them in DoArine, though their Life be never ſo-good (Caid he) 
but indeed they ought to do otherwiſe, and with the Spirit of 
Meekneſs to inſtru& thoſe that-Erre, and not to put men to 
death for their.Errors, which is'indeed a very great Error. \. 
| Candonabiles ſunt qardem-proriems hominum errores, ſicut et nts 


quivis corports morbus uxitialts eff, 


Certainly it is Unchriſtian-like, yea unnatural, That any 
ſhould judge a man to be an obſtinate Heretick, who lives a 
000d life, and is. of an upright mind, and who cannot compre- 


hend the matter otherwiſe than he underſtandeth it, and there- 


upon is he reſolved to ſuffer whatſoever may come ; but when 


they have tiothing to charge avainſt his Life , then rail they, 


againkt his Doctrine ; like 2s. the Perlecutors of Damel ſaid, 
We ſhall bave nothing againſt hins, except it be concerning his Wore 
ſhip : And as eAmazia the Prieft of Bethel informed the King 
againlt Amos, and accuſed him of Uproar, ' and told him thar 


the Land could not bear all his Wotds, Ames 7, 10, Dan.6.s., 


— 


Afﬀs 24. Fer. 26.8, 9, LL. 


If one Se& ſhould riſe up againft another, to the deflroying 


one of another ( which muſt 'needs folloy, if their Counſel be 
followed, 
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followed, who would have Hereticks put toDeath )- then when 


they had deſtroyed one another,confider then what a door there - 


would be opened for the Twrk, and for. other Barbaroxs People, 
for them to take poſſeſſion of the remainder,and then to Tyran- 
nize over them. - o 

But as Laftentins ſaid, Even as they are deceived in the 
Religion it ſelf, ſo are they deceived in the manner of its Pro- 
tection;for the true Religion is not to be defended with Killing, 
but wich Exhorting ; not with Cruelty, but with Patience ;. not 
with Wickedneſs, but by Faith : for they that go about to de- 


fend their Worſhip with Torments, they rather pollute it, than 
defend it. : 


i 4 = 
— _— ” ———_—— 


CHAP. XIV. 
Several Teſtimonies againſt Perſecution, and Forcing of Conſcience, 
Of the Liberty among the Heathen; How Meckyeſs #5 better 


than War , How the Chriſtians Meetings were forbiddew upon 
Pain of Death, And of the Efficacy of Faith and Patience. 


Sg Tephanns-King of Poland, (aid, It belongeth not to me td 
Reform the Conſcience, I have alwayes gladly given that 
over to Gqd which belongeth to him, and ſo ſhall I do now ; 
and alſo for the future, IT will ſuffer the Weeds to grow until 
the time of Harveſt, for I know that the number of Believers 
is but ſmall ; therefore ſaid he, when ſome were.proceeding in 
Perſecution, Ego ſam Rex Populorans non Conſcientiarnum (i, e.) 
I am King of the People, and notof their Conſciences :. He 
alſo affirmed, That Religion was not to be planted with Fire and 
Sword, Chrop.uande Rel. vrih. 2 deel. .. © : 


( 


Tindallus ( apud Foxium in Atis et Monumentis)) ſaid, The 


New-Teſtament of Chriſt ſuffered no Law of Compelling, but 

alone of Pezſwading and Exhorting, pag. 1338. + - 
Tmeſtius, Exhorted the Emperor, To ceaſe from Perſecution, 

befeeching him thathe would not be cruel by reaſon 4 

cord or, defference ef. the Chriſtians DoEtrine,. (te1 


"the diſ- 
. Relng: there 
was ſuch, a multitude of Sets among the-Heathen,; arid that, 

&- : every 
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every-one continue in his ewn Doctrine, contrary to the Mean 
ing and Do&rine of the reſt, 

The Prince of Orazge Teftified, That it was impoſſible that 
the Land ſhould be kept in Peace, except there was afree Tol- 
leration in the exerciſe of Religion, Arno 1579, * 

Swinckfeild teſtified, That according to the Do&rine of Chriſt 
and the Example of the Apoſtles, it did not become the Preach- 
ers of the Goſpel, and Miniſters of the New-Teſtament, in 


no Wiſe to Force With Violence and Tyranny the Conſcience 


in Matters of Faith, but with the Sword of the Spirit, the 
Power of God, and with Prayer, were theyto reſiſt the evil Spi- 
rit and all its Temptations, and with long Suffering learn to 
overcome them all. 

The (Chronicle teftifieth, How that Theedsſius Perſecuted no 
Man, neither did he conſtrain any to hold Fellowſhip with 
him, but permertted every Man to meetin his own houſe, or at 
bis own Meeting ; and he being a very meek man, did thete- 
by ( to wit, through Meekneſs ) ſooner bring his SnbjeRts to 
Obedience, than by War, neither would he Force the Conſci- 
ences of his Subjects. Kelrg. Kruh, pag. 6. | 

Toh T aulerizs ſpoke alſo much in his Sermon Book,of the Tri- 
bulation, Oppreſſion and great Suffering, that the Chriſtians were 
to expect here, but not that he ſhould cauſe any of them to ſuffer. 

The Burgemeeſteren of Amſterdam teſtified, That no man had 
Power to bind another mans Conſcience, let him be who he 
will (ſaid they) for this Power pertaineth only to God, under 
whoſe Command and Power the Conſcience is, Azno 1617, 

Eraſmus (aid, That though they take our Mnneys and Goods, 
they cannot therefore hurt our Salvation ; they affli& us much 
with Priſons, but they do not thereby ſeparate us from God : 
Moreover the Lord ſaid, JIf they Perſecute you rm oneCity, fly unto 
another ; thereby doth he teach ( ſaith Eras ) that perſecuted 
Chriſtians, ſhould not expel. Weapens with Weapons , but 
rather fly before Weapons; for it Peter was reproved, becauſe he 
drew his Sword againft the Wicked and Ungodly,for his harm- 
kſs Lord; wherefore then ſhould a Chriſtian man for the fu- 
ture, revenge Wipng with Wrong, when it is done unto him ? 
Is de Krijgdes 'nrede. Fol, > 


Lattnities 


ee cn CEE EO 


- | 
Lattantizs ſaid, We Chriſtians defire not that any Man again 
his Will ſhould ſerve our God, who is the Creator of all things, 
neither are we likewiſe angry if he be not ſerved ; for we be- 
lieve (faith he) that his Majeſty: might as well revenge theis 
deſpilings , as he doth the injuries of his Servants : And 
therefore when we ſuffer ſuch ſhameful things, we keep ſilent, 
referring vengeance unto the Lord, and do not like-unto thoſe 
who would be eſteemed Defenders of their Gods, who are full 
of Wrath againlt thoſe that do not honour them. Kel, HAruh. 
Ag. 17. | 
, We are aſſured (ſaid Cyprearns) That they that Perſecuteus, 
fhalt nor remain long unpuniſhed, and the greater Injuries 
Which they have. done, the more manifeft revenge will come 
upon them ; thongh we had no knowledge of the Antient times, 
yet notwithſtanding, that which of late hath happened, might 
ſerve for a ſufficient Warning, ( to wit ) that inſo fhort a time 
(fanh he) ſo grievious and terrible a revenge ts already come 
upon Perſecutors. /Aerula. pag. 214. Hy” 
When Cyprianus was threatned to be Baniſhed out of the 
Land, except he would renounce the Chriſtian Religion; he 
replyed to.thoſe that threatned him, and ſaid, He that caznierh 
ChnR ſhut up in his Heart and Mind, can be no Exile or ba- 
niſhed Man, For the Earth i the Lords, and the Fulneſs thereof, 
Afterwards he was much urged by the Governour to betray his 
Brethren, to which he would in'no wiſe condeſcend ; and when 
the Governour told him, that the Emperour had forbidden the 
Meetings of the Chiiſtians, that they ſhoutd not meet upon 
ain of death, then he gave the Governour to undeiſtand, that. 
e-Was prepared to die for the Profeflion of the Truth. 
Moreover ſaid Cyprianws, Haye we not ſeen that the Martyrs 
of Chriſt, did nat look upon their Toxments With: cruel Eyes, 
neither did they threaten Tyrants, but was more forrowful for 
their Blindneſs, than for their own Suffering. Arno 1567, 
Petrns Viretas (aid, That there was nothing that ſooner broke 
the Violence of Tyranny, than the Patience of the Saints ; 


| neither was there any better means to take away the ſharpneſs 


of their Swords (ſaid he) and to quench and -extinguiſh their 
Fife ,, than through Faith, Conflancy and Prayer, I” 
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CHAP. XV. 


Auguſtinus's Teſt:mony ; How Ambrofius was threatued ; How pri« 
vate Meetings could not be prevented by Proclamations, &c. How 
it i the Dutyof Chriſtians to oontinue their Mietings ; And how 
we are to Obey God more than the Emperer or the K ng. 


A Uouſtiuns teſtified , That when Emperours were in Error, 

then did they make Laws for to defend Errors againſt 
the. Truth ; yet Amrwbrofius would not obey the Emperor in things 
that were contrary to God and his Commands, wherefore the 
Emperor threatned, that he would cut off his Head ; then ſaid 
eAmbrofius, 1 will Suffer 4s @ Biſhop, do then as becometh an Exe-+ 
cutroner or Hangman, Apoph. Fol. 144. 

The Chrome teſtifieth , How that in times paſt, private 
Meztings could never be hindred through rigorous Prociamats. 
0x5, ſtr1&t Orders, and Executions, nor yet SeRts of ſinilter Opi. 
nions, but by how much the more they wete forbidden by Or- 
ders, and Perſecuted, by ſo much the more they Aced againft 
the Ocders, Bor. 111,6.97. | 

Moreover it ſheweth, how the Martyrs in Tribulation were 
moſtly accuſed, becauſe they continued their Meetings contrae 
ry to the Command of the King, 1zt Aartel. lib. 5; pap. 


456. 

"This is the Duty of all the Faithful (ſaid a certain wiſe 
Man ) That they continue their Aeerrngs together in the name 
and fear of the Lord, though Kings, Princes, and Magiſtrates 
by their Proclamations and Orders command the contrary ; for - 
after the Apoſtle through many perils of his Life, had Preach- 
ed the Dodctrin of the Goſpel in- Synagogues, Schools and Mar- 
kets, and being reſiſted by open Violence, and forbidden ts 
Preach any more in that Name, he notwithſtanding after-that 
kept Meetings in private Houſes when he Preached. 

Grertins teſtified, How that it was the Opinion of ſome, that 
they that did cruelly handle, ſuch as kept their Meetizgs ( not 
to Gormandize or play the Glutton, nor to diſturb the publick 

T A 1; Gs eb 'Peaces! 


| © 
Peace, but as Schools of Vertue) were themſelves in ſuch a 
State, as ought to be puniſhed, Yide Grot, 1b, 2, pag. 445. 

The Hiſtory ſheweth, how that beretofore ſome ſaid,as others 
do now, That new things, as new Opintons, &c. are alwayes 
to be feared, eſpecially great Meetings and Afemblies , but 
(fad the Author) Men need not fear that Do&rine which tends 
to the bringing of Peopte to Piety and Honefty ; neither need 
men be afraid of the Meetings of honeſt peaceable People,who 
ſeek not to keep themſelves private, except that they be there- 
unto conſtrained ; concerning 'whom I may ſay (ſaid he ) as 
Arnguſtus ſaid concerning the Meetings of the Jews, that they 
were not to Domneer, nor to be excethve in eating and drink- 
mg, nor yet to diſturb the Peace , &c. L 

Anno 1560, In Scotland it was decreed and concluded, That 
People ſhould in all things, obey the Magiſtrates, Religion only 
excepted, Hiſt. Georg, Fol, 697. 

Lucerms (21d, He that commandeth any thing wherewith he 
bindeth-the Conſcience, that is an Antichriſt, Izde Bexnſe Diſp, 
Fol. 7x. | 

Therefore ſaid Eraſmus, If that at any time Evangelical 
Godlineſs require that People muſt contemn their Commands, 
that muſt be done with ſuch moderation, as that it may not be 
through any hate againſt them, bur rhrough a godly Zeal, Yide 
Exod, 1, 16, 17, 21, 'Conſtderting how that the Command 
of God ate to be eſteemed above the Commands of Men ; Qb+y 
your Mafters (faith he) but not againſt God, to whom you. are 
more bound than unto men. | 

Daniel kept himſelf Innecent before God and the King, not- 
withſtanding his doing contrary to the King's command, con- 
cerning the free Exerciſe of his Religion, Daz. 6, 22. t 

- But fay ſome; the Powers will not ſuffer this new Doctrine ; 
I know not, but that they might well ſuffer it, where it fanda- 
mentally manifeftethic ſelf, iaid Vrbanus Reogms ; yet though 
they-will not ſuffer it, every true Chriſtian knoweth that he. 
ought to k2ep to the Lord and his Truth, and in ſuch a caſe he 
may (faid he) wi:hout contempt of Authority, let pais that worldly 
command ; and of this will the ſpiritual Law admit : For it 
doth not bzcome the Emperour, nor the King-to determine any 
| | | thing 
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thing againſt the divine Command, nor to do any thing that is 
againſt the Rule of the Exangelical Prophets, and Apoſtles 
Truth ;-and if *that they command any Ev1l,/.then. muſt wegive 
them this aniwer, We muſt: obey God rather tha Men, Ads 5. 
29. But in theſe things which are not againſt the Command of 
God, we Will be ſubject. Yer when the Emperour or: King 
commandeth one thing, and God another, and that we obey 


. God, whe hath the Supream Power, we :defire herein tobe”. 


excuſed by the Emperour and King; if they threaten Impriſon--. 
ment for Diſobedience, he threatneth Hell.. YV:de his Epiſtle of 


twofold Righteouſneſs, Fol, 6, 7, Anno 1532. 


— 


CHAT ET 


How it doth not become the Magiſtrate to Force the Conſcience, nor 
tobe a Fudge in Points F Dottring ; .and of what dangerous 
conſequence ut would be, if the Magiſtrate ſhould proceed againſt 
Hereticks, according to hus own Interpretation of the Law, 


—— 


I Aſtellizs teſtified, That in Matters of Religion, there was 
C no other Magiſtrate than Chriſt alone, and they that ke 
( _ with the Sword, but with his Word ) armeth and'ſendeth 
forth, | | 

The Antient Proteſtants teſtified, How that the moſt of the 
old Fathers affirmed, That the Magiſtrate had nothing to do-to 
meddle with the Conſcience, to force and compel that to be- 
lieve, ſeeing that the. temporal Sword was put into their Hands 
to Puniſh Theeves, Mutrderers., and other diſturbers of .the 
Peace ; but as concerning Religion, and that Which pertainerh 
unto the Soul, the only Spiritual Sword, the Word-of God, 
muſt and ought herein to Remedy, ſeparating the Zealand Re- 
ligion which did defend man. from Tumults, and, diſturbing of 
Governments. Neither doth it. belong:to any man' to-ordain 
other Laws for Puniſhment, beſides thoſe which God hath aps 
pointed ; and therefore is it ſo highly forbidden to add or dimw 
niſh, Dewut. 4.2. Chap. 12. 32, Rev, 22, 18; for no Laws but 
God's bind the Conſcience, Merck-tyck, pag. 245. 

Moreover 
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Moreover it hath been formerty-teftifed, That they ds 
unchriftianly, who under pretence of Ecclefiaſtical Diſcipline, 
introduce a new Authority over the Faith and Conſciences of 
Men, Iſa. 10. 12. Pſal, 94. 20, 21. 

Arcomias teſtified, Ehat it was againſt the Office of a Magi- 
frate tobe a Judge in Points of Doctrine, in matters of Reli- 
2ion, andin the ſame touſe his Power violently ; and that in 
nn he ſhould .do centraty to -his Oſhce,, 1f that he,uſed 
his Power to pleaſe "any man, as that when he had committed 
the care of Religion to ſome particular Perion or Perſons, and 
that he ſhould be ready to:4rawout his Sword againſt thoſe 
whom the other accuſed as Hereticks, or give the Weapon into 
their Hand : Now how guilty ( he that thus did ) would be in 
the day of the Lord, may you judge. | 

Alcmeres teftified, That God alone is the judge of the heart, 
and that he alone ſhould judee of Faith and Unbelicf ; there- 
fore isit not lawful fer Princes (aid he) to gudge any man in 
matters of Faith, while they are not guilty of any manifeſt. 
tranſgrefſion of any known-ivil Law, as Theft, Murder, 
8c. for they are Judges of the Body, and not of the Seul, 
Kel, writh. 2 deel. pap. 52. | : ; 

Through what impudency dare you judge them to Death 
(faith Caftelis ) that profeſs the name of Chriſt ? who hath 
raught you the matters of Religion, of Which you are moſt ig- 
noratit'? Thelieve you will ſay, you do not theſe things alone 
from your own Judgement, but through the judgement of the 
Learmed, who hath taught you, who oughtto be Puniſhed, and 
put to Death; and verily 1t is ſo {ſaid he) for I ſee that your 
Learned men do injoyne you, nat to put any to Death f you 
Relipion, but accotding to their Judgement, 

W. Teetingh teſtified, That the Magiſtrate ought not to reſt 
upon the-conclufion of the Church, nor thexeupon to proceed, 
being that the-Church might err, and that it was dangerous fol- 
lowing. Der bevige ende hneftige Kerckebjcbre lnijden (1, E. ) the 
vehement and haſty Clergy. 7» Enbul. 252. 254, 256, Fol- 
ties. | | 

The Lord of Pleffy referred the Judgement of DoRrine and 
Teachers, &c, to'the- Judgement 'of all Chriſtians, and art; 
1175 | only 
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| (-43-) | 
only ts the Judgement of the pollitick Magiſtrates, nor not 
alone to the Eccleſiaſtical Clergy, neither only to them both, 
no, but to all men, Yide his Trac. of the ({hurch, pag, 80, 130, 
147. 
Experience hath ſufficiently demonſtrated, that itis a very 
hurtful thing , to compel all People to dance after the Magi-- 
rates Pipe ( ſaid a certain Writer) for where it hath been 
ſo, Oh! what hath been the Effe& thereof, but moſt common- 
ly an Univerſal Deluſion of the Subje&s, with a Bloody Per- 
ſecution of .the trae Prophets ; for the greateſt multitude af 
men is never the beſt ; as alſo the greateſt number of Emperors 
and Kings are not very Holy, but often have ſhewn themſelves 
(faith he) to be very wicked. CAMerck-rxck, pap. 307, 
The Lord hath expreſly declared (ſaid one) That the Magi- . 
ſtrate is no fit Judge to judge of Doctrine ; and that the uſe of 
ſuch Juriſdi&tion is forbidden him. For how (hall a man know 
2 Hereiick but by knowing the Cauſe, whereby-a man is made 
a Hyretick? And if the Magiſtrate do ſo interpret the Law, as 
that he chinketh thoſe FHeret:cks may be forgiven, who have nog 
endeavoured to counſel others, and that they are to be put to 
Deach, who perſevere tn teaching others, and are reſolved ſo te 
do ; ſhall men then be in ſafety , and their Credit and Welfare 
preſerved? certainly no ; for fo eften as the Truth ſhall falſely 
be ſcandalized with the name of Hereſfie, through: the Orders 


of the Magiſtrate, ſo often ſhall the Servants of - the Lord be 
thereby bronght into Suffering ; for it is not lawful for them to 
whom God hath manifeſted:his Truth, to lide their Talent in 
the Earth , through filence and dillimulation. Vide Arg, des 
Sat. lib. . pag. 184. dem pag. 94,95: X 
Wirh what clearer Example can the Magiſtrates be exharted 
not to depend upon any mans Judgement, then that.concerning 
the Son of God, who was ſo careleſly given over, nat only ac- 
cording to the Judgement of his wicked and ungodly Enemies, 
but alſo according to their defire, Taks Him (laid Pilate) aud 
jndoe him according to your Law, pag, 100, | 
David ſaid, That Heaven was proen to the Lord of Heaven, 
but the Earth unto the Children of men; thatis,. God hath-given 
man Power ove! earthly mattezs, and over whatſoever belong- 
etl 


(44 ) | 
eth unto Earthly Matters, but over Heavenly Matters, and 
theſe things which appertain unto the Kingdom of Heaven, the 
King of Heaven hath only dominion over. Ured. hand. tor, Col, 
Fol. 137, 195. DD ; 
| Regula fit morte non pumendss, ſed Fudex wideat et ponderet, 


CHAP, XVII, 


How the Trath is Oppreſſed through ſomes Uſurpation , How the 
Proteſtants have been hindred from Printing of their Books , 
The unjuſtneſs of the thing , How it hath been the Papiſts doing, 
who will neither ſuffer Difindieins nor Books againſt themſelves; 


The Cauſe why; And how unjuſt a thing ut is that one ſhould 
nſury Authority over all the reſt, &c., a? 


Ot without Reaſon are men offended, ſaid Calwine, 
when they ſee the Truth of God lye opprefſed with Fire 
and Sword, and that none dare appear to help and defend the 
ſame ; and thatError is ſo trongly maintained with the Cloak 
of Lawful Fudgement, that there is no Freedom to reprove and 
amend the ſame ; neither will.they that have the name of the 
Supream Authority, ſuffer any thing to be ſpoken that is con- 
trary to their Inſtitutions ; and if one reprove or rebuke them, 
and Teach any tking contrary to What they Teach, then do they 
account that to be uproariſh, when they themſelves are the 
moſt tumultuous, Decl. Chap. 14, 15. Further he added, That 
if they themſelves did not ftir up the Mighty to ſhed Blood, 
there would never ariſe ſo many Uproars among the People. 


And it was Luthers Opinion, That thoſe that ſtirred up the. 


Princes to Perſecute about Religion, they raiſed the Yproar, 
T heſaur. pag-679. 

Likewiſe the Reformed Proteſtants complained of being 
forbidden to Print Bookes, and to Sell them, as appears from 
the Chromcles; which thing the Prince of Orange held for un- 
fitting, a Forcing of Conſcience, a quenching of Propheſie, and 
an oppreſſing of the Truth. Boy, Chron, ſecond part, Fol. 48, 
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| ( 45 ) 
The | Papiſts counſelled the Emperour, the Princes and 
States, That they ſhould obſtruct Writing and Printing of Books, 
as alſo Diſputing and Preaching, otherwiſe than according to 
the Interpretation and Approbation of the Church ; and that 
the Diſperſers of ſuch Books ſhould be Puniſhed. Yide, Hiſtory 
of the Counſel of Trent, pag. 42, 43. 

When Tacitus had declared, How that the Lords Fathers 
had thought it good,to.burn the Books of Cremmtins Cords (ſome 
of which were afterwards breught to light ) he ſaid, He muſt 
laugh at the Folly of thoſe, who thought by their preſent Power, 
they couldextinguiſh the remembrance of them from ages to 
come; for moſt commonly the contrary happens ; and when 
men reprove the glorious Underſtandings , their honour and 
renown is not thereby diminiſhed, - but - rather augmented : 
Further (ſaid he) All Kings that have uſed great Tyranny in 
ſuch Caſes, have thereby brought contempt upen themſelves, 
and more honour and efteem to the other. Yide Axnales, 116.3. 
pag. 22, 


The Emperour Nero, cauſed the Books of F, Verentio ( who 


reproved the, Priefts and the Council ) to be burned ; yet while 
they were. to be gotren ( notwithſtanding the danger ) they 
were . ſought and 1ead,. but afterwards. People were permitted 
to have them and to read them, 

[Nota.] When ſuch Writings: (faid he) are little eſteemed, 
they petiſh of themſelves, but when men are angry, then they 
come to be the more manifeſt ; for. the difficulty: in procuring 
of them, ſharpeneth the Deſire, kindleth the Zeal, and bring- 
eth the matter into. more elteem. Pol, 4. Lipfi. 6, 1ib, Fol. 


354: | | | 
The Profeſſors of Leydex ſaid, That it ſounded Rrange in 
their Ears,that Men were come to the forbidding of  Books,atd 
would not ſuffer them according to their Rights and- Privi- 
ledges; A thing (ſaid they) for which People have juſtly ex- 
claimed againſt the Poprſh.Government, for Liberty herein chief. 
ly conſiſteth, (21z.) that every one-may freely ſpeak his Judg- 
ment ; and heretofore it hath been eſteemed a mark of Tyranny, 
when People might not ſpeak their.thoughts. Yide their Remonſt,. 
Anno 1582, Vetily ( ſaid they further ) Reaſon which op- 
| B poſeth 


| | | 46 
poſeth all Tyranny, IS, us y the general, that the truth 
can be no more than the Light confirained ; therefore 1s it Ty- 
rannical to fotbid g00d Books, as the Apoſtate Fultanm did. 
The King of Spaiz, with other of the Popiſh Princes, will 
not ſuffer diFFerent Religions in thetr Dominion, nor yet Dit- 


putattans about Religion , 'neither will they ſuffer any Books . 


that {peak in the leaſt againſt their Orders and Religion; this 
do many reprove in the Papiſts, and yet would gladly have ir 
ſo themſelves. | 

They fear (ſaid Laftantizs) that being conquered by us, they 
ſhould bs conſtrained to give vs the hand ; whereby they-ſufhct- 
ently manifeſt the deſparation of their corrupt Reaſon, ſeeing 
they dare not ſearch nor enter into diſpute with any, becauſe 
they know they ſhould ſoon be overceme ; and ſo noi ſearching, 
they expel Wiſdom, and ſet Violence in its place; and being they 
endeavour to judge thoſe as being guilty, whom they know well 
to be guiltleſs, yer Will they nor ſuffer their Innocency to be 
made manifeſt ;. as if it were more unreaſonable to manifeſt In- 
nocency, than to condemn them that have not been heard : But 
as I have ſaid (ſaid he) They fear that. they ſhould not be able 
to judge, if they heard ; and therefore Tortour, Kill, and Ba- 
niſh they the Servants of the moſt high God, that is, righteous 
Men. Lattant. lib. 5. Chap. 1. 

Certainly (ſaid cAcontins)IF the Shepherds once get it ſo far, 
aS that none may oppoſe them, then will they Force the poor 
People, and compel them to receive whatſoever they will ; 
Then woe be-to 5 and our Poſterity, and woe be to all honeſt People ; 
if tt once come. again ſo far, that the juft and equal defence 
againſt the Learned, ſhould be eſteemed Calumnies, Wicked- 
neſs, and Crimen leſe Maeſtatis, Arg. des ſat. lib, 3. Fol. 97, 
For the Pope Innocent ins the third, made a Law, That he that pre- 
ſumed to Blaſpheme the Pope, was to be Punithed with death, 
neither was anyTo ſpeak againſt him, nor againſt the Church 
of Rome, Which were not to be judged by any man - Likewile 
2 Synod at Rome made a D:cree, That none in the World ſhould 
ſpeak againſt the Church of Rowe ; and cruelly did they Perſe- 
cute thoſe that did conttary to their Decree. Mernl. pag. 7903, 
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(-47 ) 
At Genemait Was alſo forbidden by a Proclamation 
ſhould ſpeak againft Calvis and his Done. As. == : ys. 
i619. There were ſeveral of the Clergy in the Low-Country 
that thought it needful that ſome Order was taken, for the pre- 
venting and diſperſing of ſuch Books as they thought unfit- 
"7 thatone Church or Teach " 

' If that one Church or Teacher (ſaid Caſte). ) be v 
rated, to reprove, vilifie, and HL to _— =o __ 
that without permitting any Oppoſition, Defence or Reply h 
how can ſuch clear themſelves from being of thoſe, who will 
be Holier than others ? And how can they reprove that great 
Wickedneſs in the Papiſts of cutting out Peoples Tongues (or 
depriving them of the power of Speaking ) while they do the 
ſame, though in another manner. Caſtel. cal. Chap, 19. 

With diligence do they hinder ſo much as they can any Books 
being Written or Printed againlt them, to the end, that they 
might not be made manifeſt ; and if they be Printed, that the 
may not be ſold but burned ; and moreover, if any have hin 
ſuch are to be Bantſhed and eſteemed as Heretichs. Merch-tyck, 
If thar ſome had P, a _ | 

that ſome had Power according to their Will 
all ſhould finally be eſteemed and holden for het) nga 
Hereticks, that reprove any Divine of any Error, or thatis of 
another Opinion in Points of Religion. Chros, vande Rel. urub. 
223, OY | 
But ſaid the Duke of Saxon, It would tend to mu iſe; 
if they by their Doings and Authority did bring it to wor! —_ 
this Centroverſie might not be ended with Arms or Weapons 
but that ar: orderly courſe. might be. maintained , which would 
heal the Sickneſs, reconcile the Chuxch or Peaple, and dono 
yprara to the Conſciences of Men, Y;de John Sleid, Chrox, 
1h, T0, 


(48) 


God's Mercy and Judgment rationally ſhewn to England, 


"EE Ear O England, and conſider the things which 
the Lord hath done in thee, and ſuffer me 
alittle to reaſon with thee , thou choiceſt of 

the Nations, and much Renowned among God's Peo- 
ple 3 In thee hath the Light, Glory, and Power of the 
Lordot Hoſts appeared ; in thee hath the Standard of 
the Lord been ſet up 5 in thee hath the acceptable Day 
of Salvation and Deliverance been Proclaimed 3 in thee 
hath many Prophets and Hand-maids - been brought 
forth, which have gone out of thee into other Nations, 
and thou haſt been as a Nurſery unto them 3 in thee hath 
the everlaſting Goſpel been Preached freely, both in 
thy Sreeple-houſes, Markets, High-wayes , and in many 
other Places ; in thee hath the Way of Lite; Peace, and 
Everlaſting Salvation been made manifeſt ; yea, in thee 
hath the God of Heaven thy Creator, done many nota- 
ble and wonderful things ; And what ! wilt thou now 
undo thy ſelf by reſiſting the Lord,by rebelling againſt 
Him, and by chuſing thy own Wayes, by tulfilling thy 
own Lufts, and by ſatisfying thy own Defires, by Perſe- 
cuting and ſhamefully Intreating the Servants and 
Hand-maids of the Moſt High > Of which things thou 
wouldſt not- have become {ſo highly guilty, hadit thou 
not rebelled againſt the Light, of the Lord which is 
ariſen in thee, and reſiſted his Eternal Power and Coun- 
ſel, which is broke forth in the midſt of thee 5 many 
beſides my ſelf lament over thee, and the Hearts of 
many have been filled with Sorrow and Heavineſs, by 


reaſon of thy Degeneration and Apoſtaſie, . by _ 
, 0 


| | WM bb CO : 
of thy Violence and Cruelty, and by reaſon of thy Per- 
ſecution and Oppreſlion ;* Oh! alas for thee, how ſhalt 
thou ayoid the Wrath that is'to come; 'or efcape the 
Hand of. the Lord 2 yer thy Deftructjon will be of thy 
ſelf, and thy Iniquities the Cauſe of thy Judgement. 
But hear and conſider, and ſuffer me to reaſoa a lit- 
tle with thee 5 Was thy King reduced out'of his deplo- 
rable Sufferings4n forragin Parts, and Peaceably intro- 
duced into thee, to connive art the grievous Suffering 
of the Innocent in thee 2 Have thy Parliaments and 
Councils been broken to pieces, and with contempt 
ſecluded , to the end that others taighr come in, to 
make A#s and Laws for the Zinding and Forcing of the 
Conſciences of the Lords dear Children > Were thy 
Biſhops reinſtalled to exerciſe Lordſhip over Gods Heri- 
tage, and to augment the Sufferings of the afflicted'in 
thee ?. Were thy Judges and Juftices” (together'with 
many inferior'Officers ) turned out of their Places, that 
others who are more deboyft might come in,*o Oppreſs 
and'Perſecute the Harmleſs, more than heretofore, in 
thee? Werethy high, notional pretended gifted Prieſts 
ejected, that they that are more Lewd and Prophane, 
might be brought in ? Yet Janet havock and {poile 
to make of the Saints, and of their Subſtance, than their 
Predecefſors did ? 1n ſumma, Was that notable over- 
turning and remarkable change, which of late happen- 
ed in thee, to this end £ Or was it not rather to manifeſt 
the Power of the Moſt High, and his wonderful Works 
in thee , thatthy Inhabitants might know that he alone 
will Rule, notalone in thee, but in all the Kingdoms of 
the whole Earth. 
Moreover, conſider” whether or no it hath been for 
thy Profit and Honour, to have ſo many of the-Lord's 
| SCLVAlits 


30 J* | 
Scrvants and Hand-maids in by Goals, Dungeons and 
Houſes of Correction; and ſo many i) urn 
Swearers, Cozenners and Cheaters, at Liberty in thy 
Cities, Fowns and Villages? Is it for thy Honour, and || wi 


'the Welfare of thy Inhabitants Souls , that Covetous | the 


and Proud men,yea ſuch as God never ſent,fhould have | wil 
their free Liberty to Preach in thee for their Heir, and | {ati 
that the true Meſfengers and Servants of the Lord(who f| Co 
Preach freely ) ſhould be caſt into Holes and Dunge- | lati 
ons, thereby to ſilence them, or to prevent them from | {ce 
ſpreading God's Truth abroad in thee ? Is it for thy Pro- || duc 
fit and Advantage, that faithful and diſcreet Merchants, I Po» 
truſty and laborious Tradeſmen , diligent and expert bric 
Marriners, careful and induſtrious Husband-men,ſhould | reg: 
be deprived of their Liberty , about the exerciſe of || 't, f 
their Conſcience, and thereby conſequently obſtructed J and 
from getting-a comfortable Livelihood for args thee 


and their Families * How think't thou ſhall theFbe || opet 
able to Pay all the Cuſtomes, Taxes, Dues, Rights, and whic 
Afeſsments, &c. that are required in thee of thy Inhabi- | com 
tants > How ſhall they poſſibly diſcharge thoſe I fay, if hath 
they do not injoy their Liberty and the Priviledges of | Jutec 
free-born Engliſh-men ; and it they thereby come to | £75; ! 
be Impoveriſhed, what will their Impoveriſhment en- Tho 
rich thee ? Or who is there in thee that will willingly re- {| preſe 
lieve and maintain ſuch, if external Poverty ſhould the d 
overtake them > Were it not therefore better for thee f] ed u 
tolet them injoy their Liberty ( notwithſtanding their and © 
different Judgment in matters of Religion , provided 
that they lived Peaceabſly in the Kingdom) thatthrough and 0 
Diligence and Induſtry, they might win or gain their | Ge 
own Bread, though, with the Sweat of their Browes, 
that the Land migWſo much the better yeild her In- 
= | creaſe, 
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